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Tr avda’ hints: 

Chernobyl reactor 

still smouldering 

UDC/'Ant . __ _ 


Pfopleu^, 


at tfa?cS2no£^ude^rea«(! linted lhe committee investigating the di 

—burSSLWJffi 1- " 



;nmnl "ttf J-.- “7“«-««ajr auu MIO COU- 

D,au »ifrt?fe thtl0lls ^ere were -complicated" 

" ^V m ° re ^ a week after 411 ^plosion 
sp t^' ed Sanies 10 storeys high. 

The Communist party newspaper 
*also assured the public that radiation 
was continuing to decrease and all 
necessary steps were being taken to 
cope with the disas ter. 

The youth newspaper Komso¬ 
mols kay a Pravda said specialists 
were constantly monitoring the soil 
and farm products and that anv 
tainted foods were being banned 
from saJe. 

Milk is checked twice, at the farm 
and when it arrives at stores, and 
similar checks are conducted on 
other products, it said. 

The paper said all those evacuated 

- one official said 49,000 people 
were removed from around the plant 

- were taken to the Kiev district 
south of Chernobyl. 

This conformed with Western re¬ 
ports that the bulk of the radiation 
^spread north and northwest under 
^ winds prevailing at the time of the 
disaster. Chernobyl is about 130 
kilometres north of Kiev in the 
Ukraine. 

The scope of the accident was 
underestimated at first, the bead of 
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aster said yesterday. 

Boris Shcherbina, a deputy prime 
minister and head of the government 
inquiry, told reporters at a news 
conference that the blast occurred as 
the plant was going into a planned 
shutdown. 

Shcherbina’s casualty figure was 
from the initial period after the acci¬ 
dent. First Deputy Health Minister 
Yevgeny Vorobyev said a total of 
204 people were hospitalized with 
radiation poisoning, 18 of them in 
serious condition. He said one of the 
two workers killed had bums over 80 
per cent of his body, and the second 
died after being hit by a falling 
object. 

Vorobyev said most of the illnes¬ 
ses were due to inhalation of 
radioactive iodine and other emis¬ 
sions. 

“We need some time, some care- 
full calculations. There is too high a 
price to be mistaken here,” Shcher¬ 
bina said. 

The Pravda account, the first de¬ 
tailed report on the accident to the 
Soviet public, showed that firefigh¬ 
ters were at die burning plant when 
the reactor was damaged and leaked 
radioactivity, but it did not say what 
happened to them. 

(Comlmied on back page) 



Rabin signs ‘Star Wars’ accord 

Bush lashes Syria as 
world terror sponsor 


Defence Minister Yitzhak Rabin and U-S. Defence Secretary Caspar 
Weinberger fright) exchange copies of the agreement signed yesterday 
for Israeli participation in the ‘Star Wars’ progr amm e. 

(Reuter telephoto) 


xrnict 
-r.> :r. crds^ 

cni]7f‘i-i 


comment 

:n:er*K:a 

■■ rsr^sssc 
P to Aid; 
H 

' ante 

r cer-tinfe 

j Jsnocjsc 
l!:.r hi: *23'. 


k:1 *» lii® 


n./-; at:;*:: 

.. 

;vi£ 

■.-.'i.urlSS'' 

.Jv-vJ.'sB*** 


Shamir slams 
Austria again 

Jerusalem Post Reporter 

Foreign Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
has again criticized Austria, saying 
he was “shocked” at the notion that 
Kurt Waldheim might be elected 
president. 

fcr Speaking on the occasion of Mar- 
* tyrs and Heroes Remembrance Day 
in the central synagogue in Guatema¬ 
la, where he is on an official visit, 
Shamir attacked those hi Austria 
who demanded his apology for his 
previous Statements against Wal¬ 
dheim. He described the&r demands 
as '‘ridiculous.” 

Shamir expressed his regret over 
Europe’s apparent readiness to reha¬ 
bilitate peofrfe who were connected to 
the Naze. 

In Vienna, Austrian foreign minis¬ 
ter Leopold Gratz, demanded that 
Israel explain minister-withont- 
portfotk) Mosbe Arena’s statement of 
shock over the results of the first 
round on the Austrian elections. In a 
press conference, Gram said that he 
4fiad asked the Israeli ambassador in 
Vienna to find out from Jerusalem 
whether Arens was speaking for him¬ 
self or for the Israeli government. 
(See analysis - Page 2) 
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Arms smutting suspects 
appear in Bermuda court 

Post Defence Reporter 

Four Israelis indicted in the U.S. 
for alleged involvement in a $2.5 
billion arms smuggling plot 
appeared in a Bermuda court yester¬ 
day, on changes of infringing local 
‘ immigration regulations. 

The four, Israel and Guri Eisen- 
bcrg, Avr aham Bar am and William 
Northrop (who hold dual U.S.- 
Israeli citizenship), and an Amer- 
t ican lawyer, Samuel Evans, are hop¬ 
ing that the Bermudans will deport 
them - but not to the U.S. 

Lawyers for the five are pressing 
for Britain - the original point of 
their departure for Bermuda. 

The defendants’ lawyer, Geoffrey 
Bell, in a telephone conversation 
from Bermuda last night with The 
Jerusalem Post, declined to specu¬ 
late whether his clients would be 
deported. He was only prepared to 
say that “evidence” would be pre¬ 
sented to the court in its next session 
tomorrow when the five will testify. 

The offences with which the men 
were charged in the U.S. are not 
extraditable in Bermuda. 


Tokyo 
summit ends 
all smiles 

TOKYO. - Leaders of the world's 
most powerful deomcrades yester¬ 
day resolved to renew their attack on 
currency and trade problems, then 
ended their three-day summit con¬ 
ference at an elegant banquet hosted 
by Emperor HiroMto. 

Prime Minister Yasubiro Naka- 
sone said ft-was “a very fruitful 
meeting,” and British Prime Minis¬ 
ter Margaret Thatcher, a veteran of 
eight of the yearly conferences of the 
major industrial democrades, proc¬ 
laimed the 12th meeting “one of the 
best.” 

West German Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl said the most important 
achievements were a declaration on 
nuclear-power safety and what he 
described as a confirmation of the 
Bonn government’s economic poli¬ 
cies. 

Thatcher, who left for Britain im¬ 
mediately after the banquet, was 
described as instrumental in winning 
approval for a condemnation of ter¬ 
rorism. 


Nissim:DeIay possible In 
removal of bank heads 


See analysis—Page 2 


U.S. President Ronald Reagan, 
who proposed the anti-terrorism de¬ 
claration, termed the meeting “ex¬ 
tremely successful.” 

French President Francois Mitter¬ 
rand said France and the U.S. had 
settled their differences over the 
Americans' April 15 bombing raid 
on Libya. 

Two other delighted participants 
were Prune Ministers Bettino Craxi 
of Italy and Brian Mulroney of 
Canada, whose countries gained 
partial membership in the Group of 
Five, an influential group of finance 
ministers from the other summit na¬ 
tions that helps mould global monet¬ 
ary trends. 

The terrorism statement essential¬ 
ly won the endorsement of Canada 
and Japan for steps taken by the 
EEC under U.S. pressure last 
month. The nuclear safety declara¬ 
tion prodded the Kremlin to open up 
to the world about the Chernobyl 
disaster and called for mandatory 
international inspections in such 
cases. 

In their “Tokyo Economic Dec- 

(Continued on backpage) 


By SHLOMO MAOZ 
Post Economic Editor 

The process leading to the resigna¬ 
tion or dismissal of the beads of the 
country's largest banks, as called for 
by the Bejski Commission of Inquiry 
into the bank-share collapse, could 
continue for two months before the 
government gets involved in the 
issue. 

Finance Minister Moshe Nissim. 
chairman of the ministerial commit¬ 
tee charged with implementing the 
commission's recommendations, be¬ 
lieves they should be acted upon 
gradually. 

Hie commission called for the 
resignations of the heads of Banks 
Lenmi, Hapoalim, Discount and 


Mizrahi, as well as the governor of 
the Bank of Israel, within 30 days of 
the publication of its report on April 
20 . 

If at the end of the 30-day period 
(on May 20), the bank chiefs do not 
resign, Nissim would like to wait 
another 30 days - as also recom¬ 
mended in the report - to see if the 
bank's boards will fire them. 

At the end of this period, if the 
bank heads have still not relin¬ 
quished their positions or been tired, 
die Bank of Israel should use the 
banking laws to appoint replace¬ 
ments. 

If this, too, does not succeed. 
N issim believes the law will have to 
(Continued on backpage) 


Seven-day remand for 
financiers Balas, Aharoni 


By YORAM GAZTT 
For The Jerusalem Post 
TEL AVIV. - Financiers David 
Balas and Zvi Aharoni, suspected of 
perpetrating a multi-million dollar 
fraud, bad their remand extended 
for seven days yesterday by the 
magistrates' court here. The exten¬ 
sion was part of an agreement be¬ 
tween their attorneys and the police. 

The alleged fraud was connected 
with the “grey market” loans the two 
received from Esbet Ksafim, a firm 
controlled by the United Kibbutz 
Movement, its Ihud Hakvutzot 
Vehalribbutzim wing, and Hashom- 
er Hazioni. 

According to the police, one of 
Balas's firms, Izabel Hashka’ot, 
took grey market loans for tens of 
millions of dollars from Esbet Ksa¬ 
fim in 1984. At that time, Aharoni 
was the manager of Izabel. 

In July 1984, the police say, Ahar¬ 
oni signed an agreement with Israel 
Discount Bank in Balas’s name, 
under which Izabel deposited money 
in the bank and received short-term 
shekel deposit certificates. These 
were given to Eshet as collateral for 
loans. 

This arrangement continued until 
January 1985, when the managers of 
Eshet discovered that there was no 
cover for $30 million worth of de¬ 
posit certificates that Eshet had re¬ 
ceived. 

Police believe that Balas and 


Aharoni consistently withdrew the 
deposits from the bank, without re¬ 
turning the certificates. 

Police say the two suspects 
violated the bank's trust and knew 
that the certificates they had given 
Eshet were worthless. 

Balas, dressed in a blue suit and 
matching tie. arrived in court yester¬ 
day nearly two hours late because be 
had refused to be driven in a police 
car and insisted on coming in a 
private vehicle. 

In the courthouse corridor he was 
surrounded by a crowd of reporters 
and photographers. He told them he 


Balas - the rise and fall — 
Page 3 


felt calm, and added: “I'm cooperat¬ 
ing with the investigators. I'm not 
worried at all. It seems to me that the 
press is much more worried than I 

am.” 

Balas smiled and looked relaxed 
during most of the hearing. Only 
when his attorney. Ori Slonim, gave 
Judge Binyamin Kobelet his agree¬ 
ment to the police request for the 
extension of his client's remand did 
Balas's expression turn grim. 

As part of the arrangement be¬ 
tween the sides, the police repre¬ 
sentative agreed to the release of the 
suspects on bail on May 12. 


Jewish terror fugitive spotted in Jerusalem 


By BARBARA AMOUYAL 
Yossi In dor, wanted by police 
since June 1984 for alleged terrorist 
at tacks against the former mayors of 
Ramallah and al-Bira, was spotted 
recently in Jerusalem, The Jerusalem 
Port has learned. 

According to settler sources, In- 
dor has been seen “frequently” al 
the West Bank settlement of Beit El 
as well as in downtown Jerusalem. 
Indor is believed to have made 


contact with friends in Ofra, where 
he used to live, and with family 
members in Kiryat Axba. But his 
brother Meir has denied seeing him 
recently. 

Yossi Indor is suspected of plant¬ 
ing bombs (together with Hagai Seg¬ 
al and Yitzhak Novik) in the car of 
former Ramall ah mayor Karim Kha- 
laf, and of booby trapping the garage 
of al-Bira mayor Ibrahim TawU. 

Indor escaped the mass arrests of 
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Jewish underground suspects in 
April 1984. Police secured an arrest 
warrant for him two months later 
and wanted posters were circulated 
throughout the country at the begin¬ 
ning of July of that year. 

A police spokesman told The Post 
yesterday he was unaware of Indor’s 
whereabouts and advised anyone 
with information about the fugitive 
to contact police immediately. 

Police Minister Haim Bar-Lev, is 
response to reporters’ questions afc 
out Indor, said: “Give me a phone 
number or an address and we’ll work 
towards his arrest.” ■ 

Court testimony also implicated 
two others who were never detained 
for the string of terror acts carried 
out by the underground. 

Ira Rappaport, a Gush F.mnnim 
activist in New York, is suspected of 
planting a bomb in the car of former 
Nablus mayor Bassam Shak’a, 
together with Natan Nathanson and 
Moshe Zar. Rappaport left Israel 
before police issued an arrest war¬ 
rant in June, 1984. 


Although Rappaport is active and 
“quite visible” in toe U.S., accord¬ 
ing to Gush Emunto activists, a Jus¬ 
tice Ministry spokesman said yester¬ 
day that no extradition request has 
been made and no such request is 
being considered. 

A third man who allegedly helped 
Ze’ev Friedman and Uri Maier in the 
attempted bombing of Dr. Ahmed 
H ama Natshe's home in Bethlehem 
on June 1, 1980, has never been 
arrested. Police sources have denied 
the existence of “the third man,” 
contending that all those involved in 
the underground, except Rappaport 
and Indor, have been brought to 
trial. 

Testimony given by Friedman and 
Meier in the Jerusalem District 
Court, however, specifically refers 
to “another person from Kiryat 
Arba” who drove with them in a 
rented car to Natshe’s home in Beth¬ 
lehem. The Natshe bombing attempt 
was foiled by the doctor’s dog, which 
soured off die attackers. 


ByWOLFBUTZER 

Jerusalem Post Correspondent 
WASHINGTON. - U S. Vice 
President George Bush yester¬ 
day lashed out at Syria, accusing 
it of being a sponsor of interna¬ 
tional terrorism. 

Following a meeting with De¬ 
fence Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
here. Bush used unusually strong 
language in attacking Damascus. 

He said that Syria's “fingerprints” 
had been found on “international 
terrorist acts.” And he said the reg¬ 
ime of President Hafez Assad is on 
America’s official list of “states 
sponsoring terrorism.” 

“We know what we’re saying 
when we say they’re sponsoring ter¬ 
rorism,” the vice president said. He 
did not provide specific evidence. 

U.S. officials later agreed that 
Bush’s comments were the strongest 
made to date by a senior administra¬ 
tion official against Syria. In recent 
weeks, the Americans have directed 
almost all their public scorn against 
Libya. 

Rabin, standing next to Bush out¬ 
side the White House, accused Syria 
of responsibility for attempting to 
plant a bomb last month aboard an 
El A1 jumbo jet in London. “We 
have reason to believe that Syria was 
deeply involved,” the defence minis¬ 
ter said. 


Rabin, during his private session 
with Bush, provided some of the 
evidence that has convinced Israel of 
Syria’s involvement in the attempted 
bombing. U.S. officials later said 
that Bush was “dearly influenced” 

Bush told Rabin yesterday that the 
statement on terrorism issued in 
Tokyo may ease U.S. travellers’ fears 
about visiting IsraeL 

ftitrtwg with the Israeli minister 
daring a photo session before a dosed 
meeting, Bosh said tourism to Israel 
from the U.S. has deefined along with 
tourism from the UJ>. to other conn- 
tries. 

“Maybe this statement about the 
summit will help in the sense that it 
shows a tittle more unity among the 
allies,” Bush said. 

Western leaders at the meeting in 
Tokyo denounced "blatant and 
cynical” government use of terror¬ 
ism, In a statement issued Monday. 


by Rabin, although they confirmed 
that Washington had earlier re¬ 
ceived much of this information 
directly from Britain. 

Scotland Yard is said to have 
found evidence that officials at the 
Syrian Embassy in London made the 
bomb that was supposed to have 
exploded aboard the El A] flight 
from London to Tel Aviv. 


The Jerusalem Post reported 
yesterday that the British govern¬ 
ment was expected to expel at least 
one implicated Syrian Embassy offi¬ 
cial - and possibly more- because of 
the incident. 

However, The Post's London cor¬ 
respondent Jerry Lewis reported 
that Foreign Office sources had de¬ 
nied asking for the withdrawal of a 
Syrian diplomat. 

A spokesman told The Post that 
any such reports were “pure specula¬ 
tion.'’ 

But it was confirmed that Syria's 
Ambassador Loutof al-Haydar was 
summoned at the end of last week to 
see Sir Anthony Adand. the perma¬ 
nent under-secretary and head of the 
diplomatic service. 

Although no details of the meet¬ 
ing were released, well-placed 
sources have suggested that al- 
Haydar was told that police were 
examining the possibility that a Sy¬ 
rian diplomat had been involved in 
recent terrorist activity. 

The ambassador returned to the 
Foreign Office on Monday at his 
own request to discuss what a Fore¬ 
ign Office spokesman described as a 
“bilateral’' matter. 

The Syrian Embassy in London 
would not comment yesterday on 
speculation that al-Haydar may re¬ 
commend that the diplomat under 

(Continued on Page 2, CoL 3) 


Syrian leader winds up Amman visit 


Hussein, Assad seek joint means to press PLO 


Post Middle East Staff 
AMMAN. - Syrian President Hafez 
Assad and Jordan’s King Hussein 
wound up two days of talks here 
yesterday. Sources said the two fo¬ 
cused on ways of putting pressure on 
PLO leader Yasser Arafat. 

The sources told The Jerusalem 
Post that the two leaders also discus¬ 
sed the Iran-Iraq War and Syrian 
requests that Jordan help it gain 
additional aid from the Gulf states. 

Although Assad and Hussein 
agreed to put pressure on the PLO, 
they had different motives. “Hus¬ 
sein wants to see Arafat weakened 
so he can move ahead on the peace 
process [with Israel],” said one 
Western diplomat in Amman. 
“Assad wanted to see Arafat 
■ weakened so nobody could move on 
the peace process.” 

Evidence that the two leaders, 
who met privately without their 
aides, did not see eye-to-eye on a 
number of issues was evidenced by 


the absence of a final communique 
before Assad left the Jordanian 
capital yesterday. 

Meetings between Syrian Prime 
Minister Abdel Rauf Kassem and Ms 
Jordanian counterpart Zeid Rifai co¬ 
vered restoration of normal frontier 
arrangments, including free passage 
of goods and travellers as well as 
train service across the border. An 
exchange of visits by governors of 
the Dar'a area in south Syria and the 
Irbid district in northern Jordan was 
also agreed upon. 

Reliable sources questioned re¬ 
ports in the Kuwaiti al-Qabas news¬ 
paper that the two sides discussed a 
Syrian proposal to set up a zone for 
joint military operations in northern 
Jordan. The sources said Jordan was 
unlikely to accept such an idea. 

No communique was issued after 
Assad flew out of Amman’s military 
airport yesterday. But Jordan’s In¬ 
formation Minister, Mohammed 
Khatib, told reporters that Hussein 


and Assad had discussed ways to 
bring about a long-delayed Arab 
summit conference. 

“The emphasis was on a more 
coordinated Arab stand to pave the 
way for an effective and successful 
Arab .summit conference to deal 
with all issues of concern to the Arab 
nafidn,” Khatib said. 

“There is no donbt the visit and 
the talks...were successful in that 
respect,” he told journalists who 
watched Hussein bid Assad farewell. 

“No bilateral question is outstand¬ 
ing between out two countries. A big 
step forward had been taken to unify 
positions,” he said. 

Assad, in Jordan for the first time 
since 1977, was seen off by the king, 
Crown Prince Hassan and the full 
government 

The meeting was a milestone in a 
dramatic eight-month improvement 
in relations between countries who 
were on the verge of war a few years 
back. 


5 more East Jerusalem 
terror suspects held 


By BARBARA AMOUYAL 
and Jerusalem Post Staff 

Police and General Security Ser¬ 
vice investigators early yesterday 
arrested five more suspected mem¬ 
bers of the East Jerusalem terror 
ring, bringing the number of those 
now held to 25. 

Police suspect that all the mem¬ 
bers of the gang, residents of East 
Jerusalem and surrounding villages, 
were involved in the murders of 
Israeli businesswoman Zehava Ben- 
Ovadia and British tourist Paul 
Appelby near the Damascus Gate, 
as well as in the attempted slaying of 
two other tourists in the Old City. 

Six suspects, believed by police to 
be principals in the terror ring, were 
remanded yesterday in the Jeru¬ 
salem Magistrates’ Court. 

Sources dose to the case told The 
Jerusalem Post that one of the sus¬ 
pects was recently refused a visa to 
the U.S. because of Ms prison re¬ 
cord. The sources said the suspect's 
family had lived in the Jewish Quar¬ 
ter of fhe Old City before 1967, and 
after the Six Day War moved to a 
refugee camp, before taking up resi¬ 


dence in the rity’s Moslem quarter. 
The family business had at one time 
been rtm in partnership with two 
Jewish brothers, according to tile 
sources. 

In another terror case, a 17-year- 
old East Jerusalemite was sentenced 
to 12 years imprisonment for the 
April 1985 murder of taxi driver 
David Caspi. Three adults were 
sentenced to life terms some two 
months ago in the Caspi murder. 
The prosecution agreed to a plea 
bargain in the juvenile’s case, and 
flie standard life terms was reduced 
to 12 years. 

In Tel Aviv 51-year-old Mahmoud 
Natzar form Kfar Tura was sent¬ 
enced by the district court to 
41 h. years for illegal gun sales. Natzar 
was convicted of buying and selling 
five handguns as well as M-16 and 
Kalashnikov rifles for tenor pur¬ 
poses. 

In Haifa three men from Sakhnin 
and Baka El-Ghaibiya were reman¬ 
ded in custody for alleged mem¬ 
bership in a terror organization, and 
for illegal gun sales. Mohammed 
Awarafa, 30, and Mustafa Faled 





At 

AH Bazayan, the Mind alleged 
ringleader of the suspected 
Jerusalem terrorist squad. 

(Harari) 

Fa’adara, 26. of Sakhnin were re¬ 
manded for eight days for allegedly 
selling handguns and being members 
of George Habash's Popular Front 
for the Liberation of Palestine. 

JamO Ahmed Masrwah, 26, of 
Baka al-Gbarbiya was remanded for 
55 days for allegedly selling weapons 
to Ibrahim Ba’adsa, the prime sus¬ 
pect in the 1984 murder of IDF 
soldier Moshe Tamam. 
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Orthodox appeal today on Haifa Friday films 
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By DAVID RUDGE 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 
HAIFA. - LocaJ cinema owners in¬ 
tend to screen films on Friday nights 
for the first lime in nearly five years, 
starting this weekend. 

Members of the local cinema own¬ 
ers' association last night unani¬ 
mously decided to have Sabbath 
screenings despite widespread 
opposition from Orthodox circles. 

But it is not yet dear if all the city's 
16 movie bouses will open this Fri¬ 
day. 

Assodation chairman Avi Farb- 
stein said he was confident that the 
majority would do so. 

Farbstein added that, wherever 


possible, they would use non-Jews to 
operate projectors, collect tickets 
and usher people to their seats. This 
is in line with the recommendation of 
the Haifa magistrate who on Sunday 
lifted the ban on Sabbath screen¬ 
ings that had been in force in the dty 
since December 1981. 

Religious drcles intend to submit 
an appeal against the judge's ruling 
to the Haifa District Court today, 
with a request for a further injunc¬ 
tion to ban Friday night screenings. 

Meanwhile, two rabbis, with the 
backing of the dty’s chief rabbis, 
She’ar Yashuv Cohena and Eliyahu 
Bakshi Doron, have applied to 
police for a licence to demonstrate 


outside the Atzmon cinema on Fri¬ 
day night. 

Applications to stage counter¬ 
demonstrations have been submit¬ 
ted by representatives of Mapam, 
Shinui, the Citizens Rights Move¬ 
ment and the youth wing of the 
Labour Party’s Haifa branch. Dis¬ 
trict police commander Tat Nitzav 
Ya'acov Haviv is to give his answer 
this morning. 


the harmonious relations that exists 
between all the dty's residents. 

Mayor Aiye Gurel met leaders of 
the religious bloc yesterday but told 
them there was little he could do to 
stop the Friday night screening, in 
view of the magistrate's court deri¬ 
sion. 


The dty council management 
committee, comprising representa¬ 
tives from all the coalition parties, 
including the religious bloc, yester¬ 
day urged the various groups not to 
organize demonstrations and disrupt 


But he offered to act as a mediator 
between the two sides in an attempt 
to reach a compromise solution. 

Religious leaders said that Sab¬ 
bath cinema shows undermine the 
status quo agreement on religious 
matters, and that they would de¬ 
mand the banning of public trans¬ 
port on the Sabbath. 
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THE WEATHER ^ 


Forecast: Partly cloudy, wanner. 
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Gov’t to promote 
big building projects 


Post Economic Staff 
Massive private sector construc¬ 
tion projects will not come at the 
expense of the state budget. Finance 
Minis ter Moshe Nissim promised 
yesterday. 

He made the statement at a meet¬ 
ing initiated by Prime Minister Peres 
to consider bow the government can 
aid and hasten billion dollar projects 
over the next few vears. 



r 7 .'- 


Motorists on Jerusalem's Jaffa Road stand silently daring the 
sounding of the siren to mark Martyrs and Heroes Remembrance Day 
yesterday. (RahamimlsraeG) 


Peres stresses: never forget 








These indude the Mamilla project 
in Jerusalem, “Midron” in Jaffa. 
Shikmona in Haifa, projects con¬ 
cerned with tourism and the Eilat 
airport and commercial and service 
centres in large dries. 

Peres said these plans will create 
jobs for thousands of construction 
workers. 




It’s all systems go for Israel’s next attack warplane, the Lavi, the plane’s manufacturers, Israel 
Aircraft Industries, announced yesterday. According to IAI all the fighter’s systems, fully 
assembled, including the engine, were successfully tested for the first time- one month ahead of 
schedule. The test revealed no problems, the manufacturers said. The Lavi is due to make its first 
flight in December. 


Fuel importing 
costs plummet 


Jerusalem Post Staff 
Large numbers of people visited 
the Yad Vashem Holocaust memo¬ 
rial in Jerusalem yesterday and 
25,000 people attended the cere¬ 
mony at Kibbutz Lohamei Hageta'ot 
to mark the dose of Martyrs and 
Heroes Remembrance Dav. 

Prime Minister Peres, speaking at 
the dosing ceremony, stressed the 
need to forgive but never to forget. 
He warned of the dangers of com¬ 
placency, saying that many Nazis 
came to power as a result of some 
people’s complacency. 


The prime minister said: “The' 
memory of yesterday and the dial-' 
lenge of tomorrow mil guide oar 
path. We are not against the worid r 
we are against a perverse world." 


Peres called on the Soviet Union, 
Syria, Ethiopia and Iran to allow 
Jews to come to Israel. The Yizkor 
(prayer for the dead) was recited as 
the large assembly stood with heads, 
bowed. Six Holocaust survivors lit 
torches in memory of the six million, 
and kibbutz children laid wreaths at 
the foot of each plinth. 


SOCIAL & PERSONAL 


Unrwa moves staff out 
of Moslem West Beirut 


The Haifa Rotary Club will hold a 
business meeting in the Nof Hotel at 
1 o’clock today. 


Haifa district deputy police com¬ 
mander Arye Goren is leaving his 
post after five years to take up an 
appointment as deputy head of the 
national police academy for senior 
officers. He will be replaced by Yis- 
rael Sadan. formerly head of the 
northern staff division. 


Pinhas Landau. The Jerusalem 
Port’s Economic Reporter will 
speak on the latest trends in the 
Israeli economy at the weekly meet¬ 
ing of the Jerusalem Rotary Chib at 
1 p.m. at the YMCA today. 


BEIRUT (AP). - Unrwa, the 
UN Relief and Works Agency for 
Palestinian refugees, announced 
yesterday it has removed its entire 
foreign staff from Moslem West 
Beirut to the Christian sector of the 
Lebanese capital because of the 
’'kidnappings and killings of fore¬ 
igners. 

“The situation in West Beirut has 
made it too dangerous for my inter¬ 
national staff to remain there," a 
press release put out by Unrwa 
director in Lebanon Robert Ghal- 
lagher. a Canadian, said. 

The move involved seven Wester- 
□e^_including Ghallagher. 


BUSH LASHES IAI Astra jet 

(Continued from Page One) . , . _ . 

investigation be voluntarily with- prOJCCt IH tTOUDie 
drawn to avoid the embarrassment 


Drobles rejects plan to settle 
Gaza refugees at kibbutz site 


By JOSHUA BRILLIANT 

TEL AVTV. - Mattityahu Drobles, 
the co-chairman of the World Zion¬ 
ist Organization's Settlement De¬ 
partment. yesterday pooh-poohed a 
proposal by his co-chairman Nissira 
Zviii that 500 Palestinian refugee 
families replace the Jewish settlers in 
Kibbutz Netzarim instead of being 
settled at Tel Sultan, near Rafah. 
Gaza Strip settlers joined Drobles in 
dismissing the proposal. 

Defence establishment offidals 
were mum on the issue. Defence 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin is abroad, 
and a source in the office of the 
coordinator of government activities 
in the territories said they will do 
whatever the political echelon de¬ 
rides. 

Zviii has been a persistent oppo¬ 
nent of Netzarim. an isolated kib¬ 
butz south of Gaza with 36 residents. 
Netzarim, which is affiliated with the 
religious kibbutz movement, has 
been a Nahai camp and a training 
ground for settlers until the present 
group took it over shortly before the 
1984 Knesset elections. It is far from 
other Jewish settlements in the area. 

Zviii argued that Netzarim’s resi¬ 
dents are beading for an unbearable 
situation. Some 180,000 people live 
in Gaza north of it, 13,000 in the 


Bureij refugee camp, to the west, 
and 23,000 in Nuseirat to the south. 
The strip is so dense that in time even 
the narrow gap of a few hundred 
metres which separates Arab homes 
from the Jewish settlement will be 
closed, he said. 

Zviii has suggested moving Net¬ 
zarim into Israel proper, close to 
Sa'ad and Alumim. which are also 
affiliated with the religious kibbutz 
movement. 

He suggested that the Palestinian 
refugees now residing in Camp 
Canada in Egyptian Rafah. who are 
slated to be returned to nearby Tel 
Sultan, be moved to the Netzarim 
area instead. 

In the Camp David accords Israel 
undertook to take those refugees 
back and has prepared an infrastruc¬ 
ture at Tel Sultan, bordering on an 
area projected for the permanent 
settlement of Rafiah-Yam. The set¬ 
tlers have consequently complained 
of the security hazard resulting from 
the planned proximity. 

Drobles. a Likud appointee, 
promptly blasted Zvih's proposal as 
“contradicting the prinriples of the 
Zionist movement. The Palestinian 
refugees should not be allowed back 
at all, and certainly not replace, 
Jewish settlements," he argued. 


of an expulsion. 

In Washington yesterday Bush ex¬ 
pressed doubt that the U.S. and 
other Western countries would 
quickly succeed in thwarting interna¬ 
tional terrorism. “I'm not too opti¬ 
mistic about that," he said. 

But he insisted that the declara¬ 
tion against terrorism issued this 
week at the Tokyo summit would 
give pause to those states that spon¬ 
sor tenor. Bush also refused to com¬ 
ment when asked whether the U.S. 
was planning any further military 
action against Libya. He simply said 
that the U.S. reserved the right 
under Article 51 of the United Na¬ 
tions Charter to take action in legiti¬ 
mate self-defence. 

From the White House, Rabin 
and bis delegation drove to the Pen¬ 
tagon to sign an agreement on U.S.- 
Israeli cooperation in the research 
and development of the Strategic 
Defence Initiative (Star Wars). Sign¬ 
ing for the U.S. was Defence Secret¬ 
ary Caspar Weinberger. 

U.S. and Israeli offidals said that 
the agreement would enable Israeli 
companies to compete “on an equal 
basis" with their American counter¬ 
parts to win some of the “Star Wars" 
contracts. Israel joins Britain and 
West Germany as the third country 
to partiripate in the programme. 

Weinberger said Israel's involve¬ 
ment in the project will “advance the 
research programme and advance 
the cause of peace and freedom 

Rabin said Israel considered the 
agreement “to be a subject of great 
interest to the future of the free 
world." He hoped that Israel would 
be able to absorb some of the new 
military technologies resulting from 


Post Aviation Reporter 
TEL AVTV. - Israel Aircraft Indus¬ 
tries last night confirmed that its 
Astra Executive Jet project was in 
trouble after only 10 of the aircraft 
had been sold. 


An IAI spokeswoman said that 
the company had invested SI 50 mil¬ 
lion in research and development 
and would have to sell 150 planes at 
$5.5m. each to cover costs. 


By SHLOMO MAOZ 
Post Economic Editor 
Israel's fuel importing costs drop¬ 
ped drastically last month as world¬ 
wide ofl prices reduced tire $139 
million spent on fuel in April 1985 to 
$66m. last month. 

Experts say that if the price of 03 
remains stable, the country could 
save $.5b. on fuel. 

The drop in fuel prices was a 
blessing to the Israeli economy. The 
total cost of importing fuel and coal 
dropped from $493m. during the 
first third of 1985 to S399m. in the 
same period this year - a 19 per cent 
reduction. 


Overseas Israelis may be exempt from travel tax 

Post Economic Staff ham Sharir’s proposal to extend the A 


Post Economic Staff 
Israeli citizens living overseas may 
be exempted from the travel tax. 

Treasury officials said they would 
not oppose Tourism Minister Avra- 


tax exemption - which at present 
applies only to Israeli minors firing 
overseas - although they would not 
introduce such a change. 


Meese accused of blocking bid 
to ban Waldheim from U.S. . 


The Astra made its maiden flight 
in 1983 amid hopes for extensive 
sales in the U.S. The spokeswoman 
said that problems had arisen when 
the American authorities decided 
not to recognize the purchase of 
executive jets as a tax deductible 
item. Ail the 10 jets had been sold in 
the U.S.. she added. 


But overall imports, adjusted for 
seasonal fluctuations and excluding 
oil and diamonds, increased by 16 
per cent during the first third of the 
year compared with the average 
level of imports during the last six 
months of 1985. Net imports totalled 
S2,879m. 


Another source said the company 
had also faced unforeseen technical 
problems with the plane. Windows 
in the cockpit had had to be replaced 
because visibility was not good. 


RECTOR. - Prof. Avraham Tamir 
was appointed this week to a two- 
year term as rector of Ben-Gurion 
University. He replaces Prof. Haim 
Elata, who is slated to be elected 
president of the university later this 
month by the board of governors. 


WASHINGTON (AP). - U.S. 
Attorney General Edwin Meese was 
yesterday accused of blocking efforts 
by the House Judiciary Committee 
to discuss a possible ban on Kurt 
Waldheim entering the United 
States. 

The justice department turned 
down a second request by 15 Demo¬ 
crats on the committee to meet with 
Meese on the status of Waldheim. 

The rejection came Monday in a 
letter to committee.chairman Peter: 
Rodino. A first request was rejected ■ 
last week. 

“It's an offense to the institution 
of the House when the attorney 
general stonewalls the judiciary 
committee," responded Repre¬ 
sentative Charles Schumer. 

The Justice Department’s top 
Nazi hunter, Neal Sher, has recom¬ 
mended that Waldheim, a former 


UN secretary-general, be barred 
from entering the U.S. because he 
failed to disclose until recently his 
World War II service in the German ■ 
army in the Balkans. 

A 1978 law allows the United 
States to exclude aliens who were 
associated with the Nazi government 
and in any way participated 
persecution. 

Schumer said Meese’s decision 
not to meet with the representatives 
.“is dangerously misleading.^ Wal-« 
dheim and others;-are taJong^ fte' 
silence as a sign o fvindc»ti<?nfryjtl^ 
American government!” 

Meese’s letter says that further 
comment would be inappropriate 
while the matter is under review in 
the Justice Department. He invited 
the legislators to provide the depart¬ 
ment with pertinent information on 
the Waldheim matter. 


WJC charges boosted support for Waldheim 



A beautiful full colour replication of the symbolic map of the same 
name on display at Beth Hatefutsoth. The Nahum Goldmann Museum 
of the Jewish Diaspora. It traces the complete chronological 
development and diversifications of the Oral Law to present day 
Halacha, graphically identifying the outstanding events, personalities, 
places, and trends. A superb instrument for teaching adults and 
children. Edited by Abba. Kovner, design and graphics by Tehila 
Har-Gil, published by Rolnik-Keter Ltd. Size 66.5cm x 94cm. 
Available in rolled poster form, suitable for framing or as folded 
poster with detailed reference material printed on the back. Price 
NTS 10-each. 


To: Books. The Jerusalem Post, POB 81, Jerusalem 91000 

l enclose a cheque for NIS 10.- 

□ Send me the Rolled Poster 

□ Send me the Folded Poster 


Name — 
Address 

City- 

Code — 


The above price will remain valid pending any government approved price rise. 


the programme. 

Rabin, meeting late in the day 
with Israeli reporters, said he had 
urged the Americans to elevate 
Israel to the same status as Amer¬ 
ica’s Nato allies in connection with 
winning non-Star Wars military con¬ 
tracts for Israeli goods and services. 

The defence minister said Israel, 
under existing Pentagon procedures, 
was at a serious disadvantage in 
competing for such contracts. 

“This kind of a thing is not 
decided in one visit," he said, noting 
that he was also raising the issue with 
senators and representatives. But he 
expressed confidence that such a 
new arrangement will eventually be 
worked out. 

Israel, in recent months, has been 
searching for ways to make up the 
expected shortfall in U.S. military 
aid because of the budget cutting 
atmosphere in Washington. 

Regarding terrorism. Rabin said 
he had explained to the Americans 
why Israel regarded Syria as a grea¬ 
ter threat than Libya. But he said he 
understood why the U.S. was focus¬ 
ing primarily on Libya. “For Israel." 
he said, “the major problem is 
Syria." 


VIENNA. - It is regarded as an open 
secret here that the charges raised by 
World Jewish Congress secretary- 
general Israel Singer gave Kurt Wal¬ 
dheim a tremendous boost in the 
first round of the Austrian presiden¬ 
tial election. 

Waldheim came within a percen¬ 
tage point of victory in the vote on 
Sunday. Now, as the campaign gets 
under way for the run-off vote on 
June 8. the official Israeli stance 
could well give Waldheim victory 
over Socialist candidate Kurt Steyr- 
er. Israeli threats of suspending di¬ 
plomatic ties with Austria if Wal¬ 
dheim is elected, as well as other 
critical comments by Israeli leaders, 
are likely to backfire. 

The first signs of this trend could 


ANALYSIS 


ILONA HENRY 


already be seen this week. Once the 
controversy over Waldheim reached 
an official level, official Austria had 
to respond. Yesterday both Chan¬ 
cellor Fred Sinowatz and Foreign 
Minister Leopold Gratz came out 
against foreign intervention. 

In order to win the second round, 
Steyrer has to gain 300,000 votes in 
June. But he does have a large pool 
of potential supporters: some 


200,000 of those who cast ballots for 
Waldheim this week are seen as 
defectors from the Socialist Party. 
Environmentalist candidate Freda 
Meissner-Blau, now out of the run¬ 
ning, took 256,000 votes in the first 
round, and 150,000 Austrians cast 
blank ballots. In addition, thousands 
of people who did not vote at all this 
week could be brought into the 
Steyrer camp. 

Waldheim’s conservative People’s 
Party wanted to hold the run-off vote 
on May 25. But the Socialists, who 
need to close the 6 per cent gap 
between Steyrer and Waldheim, did 
not agree to this proposal. 

Meissner-Blau has refused to 
advise her supporters how to vote in 


the next round. But she has said 
if Waldheim wins, the case against' 
him will remain in the public eye and 
Austrians wifi have to deal with their 
past. If Steyrer wins, she believes-, 
discussion of the past wifi once again 
be swept aside. 

The Socialists have already stop¬ 
ped focusing on Waldheim’s past, 
and it looks as if they would like 
Jewish and Israeli leaders to do the 
same. They are now emphasizing the 
future and ecological issues. 

One reason for hope for Steyrer: 
Socialist voters who wanted to pret 
test against their party’s policies 
were shocked by the outcome of 
Sunday's vote. They may well decide 
to return to the fold rather than cast 
another protest ballot. 


Real Madrid 
take UEFA Cup 
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BERLIN (AP). - Real Madrid re¬ 
tained the UEFA Cup and won a 
record eighth European soccer title 
despite losing the second-leg final 
game against FC Cologne 2-0 here 
last night. 

Real won thr first kg 5-1 la Madrid last week 
and retained the Cup wttfa ■ 5-3 aggregate 
victory. 


Prime Minister Yasuhiro Nakasone (back to camera) of Japan chats with U.S. President Ronald Reagan as heads of the delegations for the! 
Tokyo Summit get together for the first separate session on Monday at Akasaka Palace. (AFP telephoto)" 

Summit allows restoration of facade of unity ;• 

TOKYO (AFP). - The Tokyo sum- seven summit countries that Libya Nakasone can congratulate himself promise deal aimed at orevent& 


LOTTO. - The following numbers 
were picked in yesterday’s national 
lottery draw: 2. 3, 9,10. 25. 31, and 
the additional number. 22. 



TOKYO (AFP). - The Tokyo sum¬ 
mit that ended here yesterday will be 
remembered chiefly for its denuncia¬ 
tion of Libya as an agent of terror¬ 
ism. 

The statement on terrorism, speci¬ 
fically mentioning Libya, which so 
gratified U.S. President Reagan, 
allowed the restoration of a facade of 
Western unity, damaged by the 
April 15 U.S. bombing raid on 
Libya. 

The Libya reference in the tough 
statement on terrorism was included 
thanks to the intervention of 
Reagan's firmest ally, British Prime 
Minister Thatcher, who succeeded 
in reconciling differing opinions. 

The White House spokesman saw 
the statement as recognition by the 


was “clearly implicated” in terror¬ 
ism. and as a sort of tadt backing for 
possible further U.S. military opera¬ 
tions against Tripoli. 

But some European partners re¬ 
mained cautious. Italian Premier 
Bettino Craxi pointed out that the 
U.S. should consult its partners in 
the event of a new attack. 

The statement did not denounce 
recourse to military action against 
terrorism. 

Observers here pointed out that 
Reagan yielded on many issues in 
order to secure what he most 
wanted, the signature of the other six 
nations on a statement denouncing 
Libya. 

While Japanese Premier Yasuhiro 


Nakasone can congratulate himself 
on hosting a successful summit, the 
fact remains that he faded to win an 
undertaking from the U.S. for a 
revaluation of the dollar against the 
yen. 

This would have helped Japan to 
export even more, a U-S. source 
said. 

Craxi will return to Italy in 
triumph, having won the concession 
that Italy and Canada will now join 
partners in the Group of Five — 
Britain. France. West Germany, 
Japan and the U.S. — as an enlarged 
group of seven for half-yearly talks 
on the major Western monetary con¬ 
cerns. 

But U.S. Treasury Secretary 
James Baker stressed that the com¬ 


promise deal, aimed at preventing, 
an open row, would not alter t&. 
special role of the G-5, a secrecy* 
shrouded informal body thaX.haS-> 
played a key part in overseeing dreT 
floating exchange rate system set up_ . 
12 years ago. ' ' '-fJ 

The developing world received- 
scant attention in Tokyo. Two years 
ago in London, the question of thft 
Third World debt dominated tpfc-. 
summit 

This year, it was agreed between 
finance ministers, and on U.S. insist-^ 
ence, that the situation was 
control.” . i-.V' 

The final statement also did/titf 
mention the Israeli idea of a type of- 
“Marshall Plan” for the ; Middle 
East, previously backed by the U.S. ■ 
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The rise and fall of a million- dollar manager 
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Dawd BaUs, the fiosnSS whose 

on Mo »^y 

na-T 1 ?' ms become a household 

film i,!"} 0 * thC media “discovered” 
1985 * His compli- 
ted K«Sf ia i dcaIin 8 s ^ tot Un- 

fc d lS^ U £ MOVCrncnt ftJKM) and 

. Banif^ r " kn ° ¥, ’ n mvoIve ™Cnr with 

^fi^P? 5C0Unt ’ *** ««ly left the 
and have 0Ccas ‘°naI* 
7 S , page news. 

. BaJas hit the stock market head- 

SSr!I , RL-* r .fa t be 

early months of 1984. In the post 
bank-share crash atmosphere that 
^failed at the time, Balas's tens of 
£°“ ° f do 11 **? in managed funds 
b^me the leading factor in deter- 
mimng which direction the shrteken 
market would take. 

B becaroc ®ost of the 

B alas millions came from the Iribbut- 

K - despite the fact that the UKM 
taken to ibe dean- 
die Rjeger-Fishman portfolio 
ana fund management team, and 
Sfi" a f a,D m ^ bank-share fiasco. 
BaJas bought what were considered 
•'undervalued shares of major com¬ 
panies. The prices of these shares 
had already fallen by large margins 
m the course of 1983; unfortunately, 
most of them carried on falling 
through 1984 as well, at least in real 


terms in that year of hyperinflation. 

But the share market was never 
Balas's real stamping-ground. He 
had started his financial career in 
real-estate brokerage, and moved on 
to the non-bank or “grey” market 
for loans, where he became one of 
the biggest players. According to 
some analysts, it was the effect of the 
first package deal, from November 
1984 to January 1985, that led to his 
undoing. Inflation fell but nominal 
inrerest rates stayed high, sending 
lenders from the risky grey market to 
the safe, official bank-deposit mar¬ 
ket, and creating considerable prob¬ 
lems for borrowers in the grey mar¬ 
ket when their repayments fell due. 

The stock market, which had been 
rising for months, got wind of Balas's 
grey-market problems in January 

The UKM, it was said (and later 
confirmed), had demanded that 
Balas return hundreds of millions of 
dollars worth of loans, because it had 
discovered that the collateral he had 
put up was not good. Balms had 
apparently deposited very large 
sums with his banker. Bank Dis¬ 
count, in a tapas deposit (a kind of 
negotiable certificate of deposit). At 
some stage, Balas liquidated the de¬ 
posit. Nevertheless, he succeeded 
somehow - the‘bank claims there 
was a human error - in obtaining a 



David Balas 

certificate of deposit. He gave this 
certificate to the UKM, but when the 
UKM presented it in the expectation 
of getting money, it was sent away 
empty-handed. 

This explains how Bank Discount 
suddenly, in 1985. became the bank 
most intimately involved with the 
kibbutzim, after having traditionally 
had very* little to do with them. 
Discount had to son out its blunder, 
Balas had to make good on his loans, 
and the UKM wanted its money 


buck to help bail out member kibbut¬ 
zim which were sinking under the 
weight of iheir debts. 

For the better pan of 1985 nego¬ 
tiations between the three, with 
Banks Hapoolim and Leumi assist¬ 
ing Discount as best they could, 
since the UKM was their client was 
well (primarily in fact). Eventually a 
solution was worked out whereby 
Discount and the other banks flo¬ 
uted bond issues whose proceeds 
went to the UKM to reschedule its 
short-term loans, while Balas raised 
other funds to cover his obligations. 
The blocks of shares he owned, 
which had been frozen by Discount, 
were released under the new 
arrangement and transferred to the 
UKM. The UKM is believed to be 
selling off these shares gradually in 
the market. 

It would appear that, in tandem 
with the unknotring of its financial 
entanglement, the UKM proceeded 
with its internal investigation of the 
relationship, including alleged 
fraud, between Balas and rhe mana¬ 
gers of its investment arm. Eshet 
Kesafim. In the course of this inves¬ 
tigation, the UKM lodged com¬ 
plaints with the police, triggering a 
series of appearances by Balas be¬ 
fore police for questioning, and lead¬ 
ing to Balas's arrest and'that of his 
assistant, Zvi Aharoni. 



BANK OF I _ 

Ttbe new N1S 1 note to be introduced tomorrow should be easier to 
handle than the com of the same value, which will remain in 
rircnlation. The new bill, like the old IS 1,000 biD it replaces, carries 
th e portrait of Mahnonides and is printed mainly in green. But the new 
b® has three zeroes less than the old ooe, and is signed only by the 
governor oftheBank of Israel. 


Shcharansky leaves today 
for 10-day visit to the U.S. 


Jerusalem Post Reporter 

Anatoly Shcharansky is to leave 
Israel today for a 10-day visit to the 
U.S., his first trip abroad since he 
arrived in Israel three months ago 
from a Soviet labour camp. 

Shcharansky. a leading Soviet 
Jewish activist who served nine years 
of a 13-year sentence for treason and 
anti-Soviet slander before he was 
released in February, is expected to 
meet President Reagan and other 
U.S. administration officials who 
were instrumental in securing his 
freedom. 

He will also meet with leaders of 
Soviet Jewish activist groups in rhe 
U.S. and will be the guest of honour 
at a S500-a-plate fund-raising dinner 
in New York. 

But be will not be accompanied by 
his wife. Avitai, who campaigned 
tirelessly for his release from the 
Soviet Union since she arrived in 
Israel the day after their marriage in 
July 1974. It was announced this 
week that she is pregnant and has 
been advised by her doctor not to 
travel. 

Coinciding with Shcharansky’s 
visit to the U.S., the major New 
York publishing house Harcourt, 
Brace, Jovanovich will announce 
publication in the fall of a book on 


Anatoly and Avitai written bv a 
team of senior Jerusalem Post writers. 

The book, which reflects The 
Post's extensive coverage of Soviet 
Jewish affairs, rraces Shcharansky’s 
life from his childhood, in the Ukrai¬ 
nian city of Donetsk, to his days in 
the Soviet Union's most prestigious 
scientific institute in Moscow, to his 
membership of the Jewish activist 
movement and his subsequent 
arrest, trial and imprisonment. 

It also includes an exclusive 
account of the diplomatic efforts to 
secure his release and a description 
of his arrival “home" in Israel. 

The book was written by Louis 
Rapoport. Abraham Rabinovich, 
Robert Rosenberg and Douglas 
Davis in Jerusalem, with additional 
material from Washington corres¬ 
pondent Wolf Blitzer. New York 
correspondent Walter Ruby and 
Bonn correspondent Wladirair Stru- 
minski. 


SWIMMING — The bathing season 
opens in Haifa on Friday. Lifeguards 
will be on duty at the five 
municipality-controlled beaches - 
Kiryat Haim, Bat Galim, Samir. Hof 
Hacarmel and Dado- from 8 a.m. to 
6 p.m. 1 each day. . 


Scientists bid to prevent spread of Legionnaire’s disease 


By JUDY SIEGEL 
Scientists in Israel and abroad are 
examining different types of plastics 
for plumbing to prevent the spread 
of Legionnaire’s disease, the 
dreaded malady that was only identi¬ 
fied after it killed 27 Americans at a 
convention a decade ago. 
iyrhe sudden breakout of the dis¬ 
ease among participants in the 
American Legion convention in a 
Philadelphia hotel caused great 
p anic among U.S. health officials 
and the public, who feared a possible 
epidemic. 

- An international seminar on 
legionella, the bacteria that cause 
the pneumonia-like disease, ended 
yesterday at the Hsdassab- 
University Hospital and the Hebrew 
University. It was organized by 


French-bom Prof. HUlel Bercovier, 
the top Israeli expert in the disease 
who is a microbiologist at the medic¬ 
al school in Jerusalem. 

Also attending the seminar were 
Dr. Ida Boldnr of Assaf Harofe 
Hospital; Dr. Don Brenner of 
Atlanta's Centre for Disease Con¬ 
trol, who first identified the bacterial 
cause; and other experts from North 
America, Europe and New Zealand. 

Brenner found that the disease 
had been caused by bacteria which 
had grown in the air-conditioning 
ducts of the hotel. “The disease bad 
been around for a long time but it 
wasn't identified until then,” said 
Bercovier in an interview. 

According to the Health Ministry, 
there were 70 reported cases in Israel 
in 1980,10 in 1982,23 in 1983, two in 


1984 and only one last year. 

Local doctors were required by 
law to report cases of the disease, 
starting in 1984. But most experts 
believe that, as with other notifiable 
diseases, some physicians are lax in 
reporting them to the authorities, so 
that the figures do not necessarily 
reflect the incidence of Legion¬ 
naire's disease in the country. 

Bercovier, who came on aliya in 
1980 and spent time at the Atlanta 
Centre for Disease Control to study 
the disease, says that older people 
and those with weak immunity are 
the primary victims. If it occurs in 
infants and children, it is always 
mild. The bacteria can be detected in 
blood tests and DNA probes. 

It can be successfully treated with 
antibiotics in the early stage, before 


respiratory functioning breaks 
down. Most Israeli hospitals - 
although not all family physicians - 
are able to recognize the complex 
symptoms of the disease, says Berco¬ 
vier. Patients treated correctly begin 
to improve within a day or two and 
can be sent home for outpatient 
treatment. 

The bacteria spread only in the 
form of water vapour, never from 
man to man or animal to man, says 
Bercovier. They thrive under speci¬ 
fic conditions, such as heat and high 
humidity. 

The seminar discussed ways of 
preventing the spread of the bacter¬ 
ia, which are sometimes resistant to 
chlorine. Certain plastic pipes prom¬ 
ote their growth, while others 
apparently retard it. 


S. Laddie Kert, 87 

Jerusalem Post Reporter 
- One of Israel’s most dedicated 
supporters in Canada, S. Laddie 
Kert, died in Montreal on May 1 at 
theageof87. 

y For many years Kert was chatr- 
’ man of Keren Kayemet of Canada 
and the United Jewish Appeal. The 
“Negev Dinners,” successful fund- 
. • raiding events, were his creation. 
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THE ISRAEL COUNCIL 
OF YOUNG ISRAEL 
Members and friends 
are Invited to the 

INSTALLATION 
OF OFFICERS 

«t the Young Israel Centre, 
Slash Hall, Yeehurun Synagogue 
tomorrow, Thursday 
May 8,1986,6 pjn. 
Installing Officer— 

Rabbi Enhu Marcus 
Guest Speaker— ' 

Haifa Chief RabW 
Shear Yaahuv Cohen 
Coition will be served. 


Gerda Luft, journalist, at 88 


Gerda Loft, one of Israel’s most 
experienced journalists, died this 
week at the age of 88. She covered 
the local scene for over half a century 
as a correspondent for leading Euro¬ 
pean newspapers and was, from 1949 
to 1960, economic and political com¬ 
mentator for The Jerusalem Post. _ 

Luft was the first wife of Haim 
Ailosoroff, the Labour leader who 
was murdered in Tel Aviv in 1933. 

Luft was born in Koenigsberg, 
East Prussia, on April 20, 1898. 
While a student at the Berlin medical 
school in 1919 she met Arlosoroff. a 
poet, writer and political leader who 
tinned her into an enthusiastic Zion¬ 
ist They were married and had a 
daughter Sbolamit. In 1924 she fol¬ 
lowed her husband to Israel. 

They divorced in 1927. Gerda 
then married Zvi Luft, one of the 
founders and top executives of the 
Hassneh insurance company, and 
had two more children'. When her 
second husband died in 1934, Luft 


dedicated herself to journalism. 

During the *30s and ’40s Luft was 
deeply involved iu the successful 
resettlement of Central European 
Jews, especially immigrants from 
Germany. She was one of the found¬ 
ers of Hifahdut Olei Germania, and 
the leader writer of their weekly 
Mitteilungsblaa. 

Apart from her considerable work 
for The Jerusalem Post, she became 
a regular correspondent for the Eco¬ 
nomist in London, the Zuericher 
Zeitiing , the Juedische Rundschau . 
Radio Frankfurt, the Reinischer 
Merkur in Cologne and a score of 
other foreign and local publications. 
She also wrote leading articles for 
Ha’aretz. 

She is survived by her children and 
grandchildren. The funeral leaves at 
1 o'clock today from the Tel Aviv 
Municipal Funeral Parlour, 5 Rehov 
Dafua, for the Nahlat Yitzhak 
cemetery. A.Z. 


Water today to be cut off from northern moshavim 


Jerusalem Post Reporter 
IORYAT SHMONA. - Mekorot is 
cutting its water supply to northern 
border moshavim from today, after 
repeated appeals for payment of the 


settlements' S2 million debt to the 
water company have gone un¬ 
heeded. 

The northern border moshavim 
owe various creditors some $70m. 


Israeli doctor to USSR 
to help radiation victims 

TEL AVIV (Itim)- - An Israeli 
specialist in bone marrow trans¬ 
plants who is currently in the U.S. is 
to join an American team going to 
the USSR to help treat radiation 
victims. 

The specialist. Dr. Yair Reisnerof 
the Weizmann Institute, was part of 
an institute team working on new 
techniques in bone marrow trans¬ 
plants. Israel is considered a leader 
in the field, thanks to methods de¬ 
veloped in Jerusalem by the team of 
Prof. Shimon Slavin of Hadassah. 

The Israel Cancer Association 
yesterday cabled the Soviet Health 
Ministry, offering to send Slavin to 
the USSR to help treat the nudear 
disaster victims. 


Ben-Zvi prize 

Historian Yoav Gelber of Haifa 
University is to receive this year’s 
Yitzhak Ben-Zvi Prize at a cere¬ 
mony in Jerusalem tomorrow, the 
anniversary of Ben-Zvi’s death. 

The judges praised Gelber’s re¬ 
search on Yishuv volunteers in the 
British Army during World War EL 
Gelber's five volumes on the subject 
deal with the role played by volun¬ 
teers in the fight against the Nazis in 
saving refugees and founding the 
Israeli army. 


Arab peasant 
families’ cave 
reconstructed 

By LIORA MORIEL 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 
KIBBUTZ LAHAV. - A falah 
(peasant) cave in which four Arab 
families lived before 1948 has been 
reconstructed for public viewing 
near the Joe Alon Centre here. 

"This is perhaps the only such 
cave ever reconstructed in Israel,” 
explained Nabhan Makaui, a Bedirin 
guide. “The poor Arab falah lived in 
caves until recently, while the south¬ 
ern Bed urn, who lived in tents, 
wouldn’t be caught dead in a cave.” 
The Arabs in the lower Hebron hills, 
especially in the region of Yata and 
Dura, lived in cave concentrations. 
The cave was divided into three 
areas and occupied mainly at night. 

“The children of the original cave 
dwellers - who now live in villas in 
Daharya - came to help us with 
advice,” said Oma Goren, curator 
of the centre's Beduin section. “We 
have some 3.000 slides, probably the 
world’s largest collection. about Be¬ 
duin life and lore." 

Goren added that when groups of 
Beduin children visit the museum, 
they are excited even though they 
remember nothing of the old cul¬ 
ture. "They ask lots of questions and 
take lots of photographs. On die 
other hand, when older Beduin ar¬ 
rive, they are touched and anima ted. 
Most of them are especially struck by 
the bridal camel that used to cany 
young women ro their husbands' 
families. They stop, look and re¬ 
minisce about their first and second 
wives.” 

The centre was built a year ago at a 
cost of Sim. One-third of its operat¬ 
ing expenses comes from ticket 
sales, and almost another third from 
the Bnei Shimon and Omer councils. 


HOME NEWS 
IN BRIEF 


Shower with a friend, 
says water company 

TIBERIAS (Itim). - Israelis should 
begin showering in couples to save 
water, Mekorot spokesman Mor- 
dechai Yakobovitch said here 
yesterday. « 

If the public wants to avoid having 
faucets run dry, he said, it should 
adopt all possible measures to save 
water. Lawns, for instance, should 
not be watered for at least the next 
month. 

Yakobovitch said the recent rains 
had allowed farmers to avoid irrigat¬ 
ing for several days, but had not 
added a drop to the country’s water 
reserves. 

Black market swoop 

Jerusalem Post Reporter 
HAIFA. - Police have confiscated 
foreign currency worth tens of 
thousands of dollars in the past few 
months in an ongoing crackdown 
against illegal money dealers, dis¬ 
trict commanderTat-Nitzav Ya’acov 
Haviv told reporters yesterday. 

He said police were concentrating 
on dealers operating around 
Habankim Street in the downtown 
area. Three suspects were arrested 
there on Sunday, when foreign cur¬ 
rency amounting to 500 dollars, 
1,800 German marks, 500 Swiss 
francs, 200 French francs and 20 
Jordanian dinars was confiscated. 

Haviv added that there had bear a 
22 per cent drop in the number of 
break-ins and property crimes in the 
last three months, following an 
annual increase of between 7 and 10 
per cent in the past four years. 

7A m says 3 ex-workers 
sold company secrets 

Jerusalem Post Reporter 
HAIFA. - The Zim shipping com¬ 
pany has sued three of its former 
employees for allegedly abusing con¬ 
fidential company information to 
further their own business. The 
three who are being sued for NIS 
250,000 allegedly set op the business 
while still in Zim’s employ. They 
were dismissed last November. 

Zim charged that Menahem Zjs- 
man and Sarah and Yosef Gaipaz 
surreptitiously obtained Information 
concerning Zim’s clients and opera¬ 
tions and sold it to the highest bid¬ 
ders, through an office they opened 
last year for shipping and other busi¬ 
ness deals. 

Policeman charged 
with torturing prisoner 

PETAH TTKVA (Itim). - A police 
staff sergeant-major from the 
g amari a subdistrict was charged in 
the police disciplinary court here 
yesterday with beating a prisoner 
with electric cords to force him to 
con fe ss to a murder. 

According to foe charge sheet, 
Yosef Oren and two local Samaria 
policemen took Tashin Daher from 
foe Kalkilya lock-up to Tnlkann on 
foe night of March 2, 1983. They 
then allegedly beat him until he lost 
consciousness and needed medical 



A reconstructed peasant cave, in which four Arab f amilie s lived before 
1948 near the Joe Alon Centre in the Negev. (Avroham Hay) 

Extra pressure on pupils 
taking matriculation this year 

popular bagrut subject like agricul¬ 
ture or Talmud on that day." 

Teachers give high marks to a new 
English matriculation exam that re¬ 
quires role playing and more exten¬ 
sive discussion! but are critical of the 
way the test is being implemented. 

The new format requires 20 mi¬ 
nutes for each pupil. In a class of 38 
pupils, says Tel Aviv English teacher 
Marsha Saks, the test can continue 
late into the night. 

“We were not allowed to absent 
ourselves from the usual school 
duties, and the oral exam could only 
be arranged for the afternoon,” said 
Saks. “We began at 3.30 p.m., after 
a regular workday, and continued 
testing until 10 at night. This meant 
that both the pupils and the examin¬ 
ers were required to be as alert as 
they were during the morning 
hours." 

According to Jerusalem high 
school pupils, teachers and pupils 
have been under considerable press¬ 
ure to complete the curriculum in 
less time this year. 

“I think it’s harder on the teachers 
than on us. but we are all under 
much more pressure." one pupil 
said. 


By JOEL REBIBO 
For The Jerusalem Post 

An Israel Defence Forces request 
that matriculation examinations 
conclude two weeks early and the 
introduction of a more elaborate 
English oral examination have cre¬ 
ated additional pressures for pupils 
taking this year's exams, due to start 
May 18. 

“We were told that pupils arriving 
at recruitment centres the day after 
taking final exams are tense and that 
this complicates their transition to 
military life.” Education Ministry 
spokesman Yisrael Cohen told 77ie 
Jerusalem Post. 

“We agreed to the IDF request 
because there was no choice, but we 
will not allow this to become an 
annual thing.” 

Prof. Baruch Nevo, head of the 
National Institute of Testing and 
Evaluation, blamed the pressure of a 
shorter testing period for both a 
mathematics exam and a university 
admissions test being scheduled for 
June 19. 

“We gave notice more than a year 
ago of our schedule,” Nevo said. 
“It’s hard for me to understand why 
they couldn't have scheduled a less 


Ethiopians from Eilat strike 
to press for transfer north 


By LIORA MORIEL 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 
BEERSHEBA. - Eight young 
Ethiopian families from Eilat have 
began a sit-down strike near the 
offices of the Absorption Ministry 
here in a bid to be transferred to the 
central region. 

The Ethiopians say that they have 
not found work in Eilat. They also 
complained that they were isolated 
from other Ethiopians in Israel. 
Although they want to live in an 
integrated neighbourhood, they 
would like to live in a community 
with a greater Ethiopian population, 
they said. 

The ministry claims that the im¬ 
migrants have not applied for work, 
and has derided not to bow to their 
demands. The Jerusalem Post has 


learned. “They have no reason to 
transfer from a city that wants them 
and has welcomed them warmly," a 
ministry official said. 

Of the 15 other families of Ethio¬ 
pian immigrants in Eilat, eight are 
folly absorped and getting better- 
foan-average salaries, a municipality 
official said yesterday. "The other 
seven are hard cases, mostly single- 
parent families, and we have derided 
to move them north in the coming 
months. These striking families must 
have found out about this plan and 
decided to try to force us to move 
them as well.” 

Some 20 per cent of the estimared 
15,000 Ethiopian olim who have 
come to Israel since 19S0 live in the 
south. 


Stevedores may start go-slow 


By YA‘ACOV FRIEDLER 
HAIFA. - The country’s ports au¬ 
thorities fear that 1.200 striking stev¬ 
edores will start a go-slow on return¬ 
ing to work today. 

The stevedores, who are pressing 
wage demands, struck for 24 hours 
without prior notice and without 
seeking Histadrut approval of their 
action, paralysing the country’s 
three ports yesterday morning. 

Only a angle freighter, the grain 
carrier m.s. Mordechai Makleff, 
was worked, at foe Dagon silo in 
Haifa. Workers continued unload¬ 


ing her cargo of 33,000 tons of im¬ 
ported grain as usual. 

The other freighters in Haifa, 
Ashdod and Eilat were struck, at an 
estimated cost of 5250,000 to tbeir 
owners. 

The dispute is over the men's 
demand for an upgrading of all stev¬ 
edores. in line with the framework 
agreement they signed with the Ports 
Authority two years ago. The two 
extra grades, which would yield 
them an 11 per cent pay rise, were 
not applied as a result of the general 
freeze. 


/pfi THE UNIVERSITY OF HAIFA 


WOMEN'S STUDIES PROGRAM 

The public is cordially invited to two lectures: 

THE STATUS OF WOMEN IN THE JEWISH AND ARAB 

FAMILY 

Dr. Ruth Katz and Dr. Majid Ai-Haj, 

of the University of Haifa 
May 8,1986,2:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m., room 338, 
Terrace Building. 

(lecture in Hebrew) 

THE HIDDEN TRAUMA: INCEST IN THE LIVES OF 
GIRLS AND WOMEN 

Prof. Diana Russell (Wells College, California) 

May 15,1986,2:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m., room 706, 

Main Building 
(lecture in English) 

Lecture series sponsored by Women to Women—U.S.AAsrael 



J&nAm 

Every day from Tel-Aviv to 47 cities 

in the USA plus Latin America. 

RmAiafou Cant BeatThe Experience; 
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Whether it's a half day. full day or 
extended excursion. Egged Tours 
has the facilities to provide you with 
an enjoyable experience. From every 
point of departure to ail destinations, 
Israeli sightseeing is provided in 
comfort 

Now is the time to visit or revisit the 
beautiful sites of Israel, with 
professional guides to ensure you 
receive the service only Egged Tours 
is capable of providing. 

Tnis service is 'what the doctor 
ordered for aJI guests, relatives and 
tourists, as well as the Israeli who 
wants the best at a reasonable price. 
Ask about our new ISRABUS pass. 
Daily Journeys to Cairo 
.. Call Tel Aviv, 03-242271 
y or Jerusalem. 02-531286. 



TEL AVIV AREA * GUIDE TO SHOPPING 
RESTAURANTS AND SERVICES 

To appear in this column, phone Marvin, 03-294?^ 474765. i 


YOUNES 


RESTAURANT 

On travelling to the Galilee on 
the Nazareth-Tiberias Road 
(Route 77) I stopped at Younes 
Restaurant at the gas station 
west of the Golani Junction. 
The same owner that made 
Younes of Jaffa a must for 
lovers of Oriental Food, has 
made this a stopping point for 
all Israelis and tourist guides. 
The 35 assorted salad dishes, 
delicious lamb chops, kebab, 
grilled fish and complete 
(Arab) specialities that were 
served transformed a long 
drive into a pleasant tour. 



- BAUA 

YS1FAT RESTAURANT 


tj Where the True 


of Israel Dine 

rj Advance telephone bookings 
I recommended: 

jj Call 03-283467. 23, Merkaz 
;] Ba alei Melacha St, Tel Aviv. 



HAMERITZ TRANSUNES 
The company you can count on for 
overseas packing and shipping. 
Special care given to packing regular 
household goods, as well as 
antiques, objects d'art, appliances, 
and computers. Storage, insurance 
and customs clearing are part of the 
service, which meets the highest 
international shipping standards. 

41 Sheinkin SL, TJV. 

Tel. 03-238749,292039 


ZION EXCLUSIVE 
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Within the wafls of the "Zion" 
building are located two 
Yemenite/Middle-Eastern 
restaurants. 

Zion: For 30 years, this 
popular Yemenite restaurant 
has been serving fresh, kosher 
food at reasonable prices. 
Zion's delicately flavoured 
dishes, most notable stuffed 
artichokes, pears, roast lamb, 
sweet radish and its famous 
soups -yours to taste in a meal 
that cannot be duplicated 
anywhere. 

MOW EXCLUSIVE: For • 
SpocfaS Treat - For Special 
People — For a Special 

Occ as ion. 

Walk into another world, 
where your every dining whim 
will be satisfied. A complete 
line of kosher Yemenite food, 
served in an exotic 
atmosphere. 

Tel. 03-657323. 658714. 28 
Pedu'fm SL, Tel Aviv. 


75,000 pairs of eyes are reading 
these words throughout Israel. 
71% of ail the above readers 
don't read any other Israeli daily' 
paper — so The Jerusalem Post 
is their only source of. 
information. Doctors, lawyers, 
engineers-, accountants, 
diplomats, new -immigrants — 
the average buying power of 
these readers is much higher 
than that of any other daily 
newspaper. This column' 
contains information and a 
guide to businesses, retail 
stores, restaurants and 
entertainment in the TEL AViV 
area. For the advertiser, the 
column offers the opportunity to 
meet the consumer and display 
his/her service, 

So, advertisers and readers - 
meet together every Wednesday 
and Thursday in the BUYLINE 
for the latest WHAT'S WHAT in 
TEL AVIV. 


Special take-out sendee 

For more than 45 years The Oldest 
Jewish Restaurant in Tel Aviv has 
been serving its home made Jewish 
food Including gefilte fish, chopped 
liver, kreplach, borscht lung, jellied 
calf's foot latkes, stuffed cabbage 
and pepper, roast meal, chicken, 
meat balls, goulash, schnitzel and 
countless other courses normally 
associated with a Jewish 
grandmother. In addition, on Fridays 
and Saturdays, special cholent and 
kishke meals are prepared. Full 
metis normally range from 4 to 6 
dollars. 197 Dtzengoff SL, Tel. OS- 
221335. 
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REUVEN 

GROZOVSKI 

S.G A, F.I.O.O.A. 

Optometrist 


27 Nahalat Benyamln, Tei Aviv 
Tel:03-623666,621685 
The first optics shop in Tel Aviv 
(since 1925), the latest collection of 
frames by Dior. Dunhill, Cartier, 
Pucci, Ch. Jourdan. Lacoste and 
many others 

Hours: Sun n Moii l WecL-8:30-4:00 U 
Tues^Thur.-8:30-1:30 8 

Foryourconvaniencecaflforan f 
appointment 
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The famous beachfront place for 
eating and relaxing, in rain or 
shine, BOGRAHOF, where the 
action is. 

SEA LEVEL - Delicious 
Yementte/Mkklle Eastern food 
created by the famous Zion of 
‘Zion Exclusive'. 

UPPER DECK - Your favourite 
refreshments, snacks and cool 
desserts. 

Enjoy your place in the sun at 
our beach. Deck beds, 
umbrellas, quality food and 
drink at 
your beck and 
caH, morning, a 
afternoon or 

evening. ‘ v\\vV 
Open all day till 
the wee hours. 

Or? the beach 
near the 
American 
Embassy. 

Tel. 03-237822 


A spectacular 
selection of 
exclusive 
imported, 


high-fashion 
quality costume 
Jewelry; 
artisan 
hand-crafted 
ceramics 
and 
brass 

furnishings 

at surprisingly 
reasonable prices, 
is now available at 
the Canion Ayalon 
Shopping Centre 

(near Hagan Gate). 


Chinese Restaurant 

An elegant, beautifully decorated 
Chinese restaurant offering the 
best of Cantonese and 
Szechuan delicacies; polite, 
efficient, international standard 
service. 

Business Lunch from 12.30 to 3 
p.m., daily except Saturday, for 
NIS 12 includes soup, egg roll, 
main course, rice, dessert and 
tea. 

Take Out Meals delivered free 
in Tel Aviv and northern suburbs. 
Afternoon meals, with a choice of 
5 dinner menus - NIS 12. 

Supper menus delivered — 

10% price reduction. 

Come to the Lotus for your 
evening meal by taxicab, present 
the taxi fare receipt for a refund 
when ordering your meat This 
special offer is restricted to the 
Tei Aviv area. 

Also available— 

— Original Chinaware for sale 

— Catering, Chinese style 

12 Kehilat Venezia St (Magor 

Building), Neot Afeka 

Tel. 03-494203,490644,497302 



For your evening pleasure, 
CARMEL BAR & LOUNGE 
the fun place of Tel Aviv. 
An intimate atmosphere in 
which you and your guests will 
enjoy almost continuous 
entertainment. 

The DAN GRILL'S top of the line, 
"American Prime Rib" is only 
one example of the quality 
kosher food found here. 

Join business people and 
tourists for lunch at the 
1, 2, 3 Dan Grill for a 
savoury treat. Competitive 
prices, tasteful atmosphere. 

The idea) combination for 
business people; complete your 
transaction in the lounge, relax 
with a swim in our heated pool, 
finishing your day with a 
massage at the DAN EDEN 
HEALTH CLUB. 

DAN TEL AVIV HOTEL, 
99 HAYARKON, TeL 03-241111 


SHOES INDUSTRIES LTD. 



HIGH QUALITY 
HIGH FASHION 

Factory outlet 18 Levanda,Te) Aviv ' 
Alexander's:Canion Ayalon, RamaiGan 
Aiiias;25 Mek, Ramat Aviv Gimme! 
Natalie: Dizengoff Centre. 34 Keren 
Hayesod. Tel Aviv 
Caesar. 14 Yefat Jaffa 
Maya: London Ml restore, 30 Itxi GabfroJ, 
Tel Aviv 

Willy Centre: 51 Bialik. Ramat Gan 

Katz: 51 Sd. Yerushateyim. Ramat Yitzhak 

M.M.: 54 Herd. Rlshon Lezkm 

EKnore 2000:23 Rabbi Akjva,BneiBrak 

Alexander 40 WMzmann, Kfcir Saba 

Dan GavrieU: 20 Hard, Haifa 

Mtdor Panorama Bkkj., Haifa 

ZJgo: 20 Hansvi'im, Haifa 

Miss Elegant 36 Yafo, Haifa 

L'Hafena: 37 Keren Hayesod, Kbyat BiaHc 

Mautner.9 Ben-Yehuda, Jerusalem 

Gant 10 Yehezkel. Jerusalem 

SheHy:2 Ahad Ha‘am. Jerusalem 

Hamurl: 1 Saiahe-Din, Jerusalem 

Bite: 42A Shopping Centre, Ashdod 

Zsfig: 64 Herd. Ashketon 

Partners: 8 Stampter. Netanya 

Joe Dan: 2 Herat. Netanya 

Trakfin: 84 Herd. Boereheba 

Singer. 12 AasacoCertre, § 

Upper Nazareth 8 

HamashblrLazarchanand i 

HamashbirHamerkazi marketing * 

MARVIN 

MARVIN L FRIEDMAN 
Phone The Jerusalem Post, 
Tel Aviv, 03-294222, or 
03-474765 
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Sikh gunmen shoot up school 



AMRITSAR (AP). - Sikh terrorists 
yesterday burst into a primary school 
and fired indiscriminately, killing 
three Hindu teachers and wounding 
two others, police said. 

The deaths of 28 people, mostly 
Hindus, in terrorist shootings in the 
past five days appear to be in re¬ 
venge for last week's raid on the 
Golden Temple by thousands of 
troops and police. 

The killings mark the bloodiest 
spun of terrorism this year in India's 
troubled Punjab state, home of the 
13 million-member Sikh minority. 


U.S. said 
considering 
new strike 
at Libya 

NEW YORK. - The U.S. is drafting 
contigency plans for a missile attack 
against Libya if it is linked to further 
terrorist attacks, a television net¬ 
work reported last night. 

CBS News said no decision had 
yet been made to strike Libya again, 
but the Reagan administration was 
currently debating which rargets 
should be hit in such an attack, which 
would be launched by missile- 
carrving ships. 

U.S. planes blasted military 
targets and alleged terrorist training 
bases in Libya three weeks ago after 
President Reagan said Libya was 
behind the bombing of a West Berlin 
discotheque frequented by U.S. ser¬ 
vicemen. 

Quoting informed sources, CBS 
said Secretary of State George 
Shultz favours a new attack but 
Defence Secretary Caspar Wein¬ 
berger opposes it. 

It said the administration decided 
to use cruise missiles armed with 
conventional explosives to eliminate 
the risk of losing pilots. 

Defence Department spokesman 
said Weinberger felt Libyan leader 
M namm ar Gaddafi got' the right 
message with the first raid, and force 
should be the last resort, barring 
"some future atrocity." 

On Monday, Abu Abbas, leader 
of the Palestine Liberation Front 
group, said that his organization 
would start operating within the 
U.S. 

In an NBC television interview, 
Abbas, who admits to being behind 
the hijacking of the cruise liner 
Achilie Lauro last October, also said 
he now considers that Reagan has 
replaced Israel as the number-one 
enemy of the Palestinian people. 

Speaking through an interpreter 
in an undisclosed country, he said: 
"In the beginning, our operations 
were only targetted at the Israeli 
enemy in Israel. America is now 
conducting the war against us on 
behalf of Israel. We therefore have 
to respond against America in 
America itself. 

Meanwhile a participant at a con¬ 
ference on U.S. media coverage of 
terrorism proposed on Monday that 
criminal sanctions be imposed 
against news organizations that re¬ 
port statements by hostage-takers. 

The conference was sponsored by 
the Conservative National Forum 
Foundation. 

The most extreme proposal for 
restricting coverage came from 
| Bruce Fein, vice president of the 
Washington public relations and lob¬ 
bying firm. Gray and Co. He said 
Congress should make it a criminal 
offense for a media to carry state¬ 
ments by those who take hostages or 
report that a particular hostage is an 
employee of the U.S. government. 
(Reuter, A.P.) 


200th ship hit 
in Persian Gulf 

BAHRAIN (Reuter). -Two tankers 
were hit in apparent Iraqi missile 
attacks in the Persian Gulf in the last | 
24 hours and at least one was ablaze. , 
shipping sources in the region said 
yesterday. 

They named the ships as the Libe¬ 
rian ship Energy Mobility and the 
Cyprus-registered Superior. 

The Energy Mobility, hit near the 
main Iranian oil terminal at Khaig 
Island in the northern gulf, was said 
to be on fire, while the Superior 
reported it needed no assistance. 
Further details were not immediate¬ 
ly available. 

The attacks bring to 200 the num¬ 
ber of ships known to have been 
attacked or damaged by both Iran 
and Iraq in the gulf since May 1981. 


City police said two Sikhs armed 
with automatic guns entered a sub¬ 
urban school, sprayed gunfire and 
then escaped. The dead were identi¬ 
fied as two teachers and a clerk - all 
Hindus. A Sikh teacher and a Hindu 
teacher were hospitalized with se¬ 
rious gunshot wounds. 

Police said they found at the scene 
a letter signed by the Khalistan Com¬ 
mando Force (KCF) terrorist group 
claiming responsibility for the shoot¬ 
ings and threatening more attacks. 

"We will execute more Hindus 
unless police withdraw from the Gol¬ 


den Temple.” the note reportedly 
said. It was the first time a group had 
claimed responsibility for shootings 
since the temple raid. 

Hundreds of armed police remain 
inside the temple complex at Amrit¬ 
sar to prevent its recapture by ex¬ 
tremists and separatists. 

The KCF, headed by Manbir 
Singh, 28, was suspected by author¬ 
ities to be behind Monday’s slaying 
of S ukh dev Singh Sakira, one of 
Lidia's top Sikh fugitives whose cap¬ 
ture was worth more than $8,000. 



ill 


Farouk Salameh (left) and Fayez Sahawneb, the two Jor danian s, 
suspected of taking part in the La Belle discotheque bombing. 

(Reuter telephoto) 1 

Two Jordanians held 
for Berlin disco attack 


BERLIN (AP) - West Berlin police 
said yesterday they had arrested two 
Jordanian-born men on suspicion of 
taking part in La Belle discotheque 
bombing A which rwo people, one a 
U.S. serviceman, were killed and 
230 others injured. 

The disco bombing led to Amer¬ 
ican bombing strikes on the Libyan 
cities of Tripoli and Benghazi 10 
days later on April 15. The U.S. 
claims that Libya was behind the 
disco attack- 

West Berlin police already earlier 
arrested a Palestinian. Ahmed 
Nawaf Mansur Hasi. in connection 
with the bombing. 

Police, in a statement, identified 


the two Jordanians arrested Thurs¬ 
day as Farouk Salameh, 39. and 
34-year-old Fayez Sahawneh. 

Manfred Ganschow, who heads 
the investigating team, told a 
crowded news conference that 
Salameh and Sahawneh were 
arrested on suspicion of taking part 
in the two bombings. 

He said the first was the March 29 
bombing of an Arab-German 
Friendship Society building in West 
Berlin, while the second was the La 
Belle attack. 

Ganschow said Hasi and Salameh 
had admitted to taking part in the 
March bombing. 


Accused spy denies knowing 
his Chinese lover was a man 


PARIS (AP). - A former French 
Embassy employee in China, on trial 
for spring, claimed on Monday that 
be was blackmailed into passing 
documents to the Peking govern¬ 
ment because of his affair with a man 
- whom he thought was a woman. 

Bernard Boursicot, 41. is charged 
with passing some 30 unclassified 
documents to officials in Peking be¬ 
tween 1969 and 1972. Shi Pei Pu, & 
former singer in the Chinese opera, 
and a writer, is charged as an accom¬ 
plice. 

Both men. arrested in Paris in 
1983. face from one to 20 years in 
prison. 

French counter-espionage offi¬ 
cials quoted in court documents, said 
Boursicot gave the diplomatic docu¬ 
ments to a Chinese intelligence offic¬ 
er identified only as Kang. They said 
Kang got Boursicot to cooperate by 
threatening to reveal the nature of 
his relationship with Shi. 


In court Boursicot maintained 
that he was mistaken about Shi's 
gender until their arrest. "It's true. I 
believed it for nearly 20 years...we 
were young and I was naive. We 
would meet secretly, have sexual 
relations in the dark,” Boursicot 
said. “We were always being watch¬ 
ed by the Chinese." 

Boursicot said he met Shi in 1964 
when he went to Peking as an aide- 
accountant at the embassy. He was 
then posted outside China and on his 
return in 1969 learned that Shi had a 
child, which he thought was bis. The 
child proved to be adopted. 

“I was never really sure whether I 
was a man or a woman," Shi told the 
court. He maintained he was una¬ 
ware of the transfer of documents. 
Boursicot described them as “papers 
and newspaper articles...without 
much interest, sometimes repro¬ 
duced 100 times and without any 
secret character." 


FOREIGN NEWS IN BRIEF 


Bogus pilot nabbed at Colombo Airport 

COLOMBO (Reuter). — A Tamil posing as an Air T.antra pilot has been 
arrested following the bombing of one of the airline's planes at Colombo 
Airport, police said yesterday. 

Belfast man denies bombing Thatcher’s hotel 

LONDON (AP). - A Belfast man yesterday pleaded not guilty to planting an 
Irish Republican Army bomb which blew up Prime Minister Thatcher’s hotel 
in Brighton and killed five people in October 1984. 

Patrick Magee, 34. looked relaxed and smiled towards the public gallery as. 
he was led into the dock of London's Old Bailey Central Criminal Court, 
which was ringed with armed police. 

Chained women protest new Indian divorce law 

NEW DELHI (Reuter). - India's parliament yesterday passed a bill denying 
civil alimony to divorced Moslem women after a stormy debate in which 
opponent said the law would Teduce the women to the status of animals. 

More than 100 women protesters draped in chains were arrested outside 
parliament as the lower house approved the bill 372-54 after a bitter 14-hour 
debate. 


Radiation - there’s no escaping it 




BOSTON (AP). - Radiation is in¬ 
escapable. It falls from the sky and 
rises from the ground. Granite build¬ 
ings emit it, as do the elements in 
human bodies. 

During a typical year, most people 
receive as much radiation from natu¬ 
ral sources as from nuclear reactors 
and X-rays. Even extra radiation 
that fell in West Europe after the 
Chernobyl disaster was relatively 
small. 

One common source is cosmic 
rays from space. The atmosphere 
protects people from most cosmic 
radiation, but exposure increases 
with elevation. 

"I would like to tell people that as 
they flew back from Europe, they 
received more radiation exposure 
than probably anybody outside the 
Kiev area close to the reactor re¬ 
ceived,” said Nobel laureate 
Rosalyn Yalow of the Bronx Veter¬ 
ans Administration Hospital in New 
York City. 

Yalow, who won the Nobel prize 
in medicine in 1977 for the develop¬ 


ment of a system which uses radioac¬ 
tive isotopes to measure hormone 
levels, said people Dying at 13.000 
metres get 1 millirem of radiation an 
hour - assuming there are no sun¬ 
spots, which increase it. 

‘‘Airline crews who fly aerpss the 
ocean on the average receive as 
much or more radiation exposure as 
do nuclear power workers.” she 
said. 

Generally, people receive about 
100 millirem of radiation a year from 
natural sources. U.S. guidelines for 
employees at nuclear power plants 
limit radiation exposure to 3,000 
millirem per three-month period. 

However, exposure differs from 
place to place, depending on the 
altitude and variations in the natural 
sources of radiation in the earth. For 
instance, people living on the U.S. 
Atlantic seaboard get about 65 mil¬ 
lirem a year from natural sources, 
while in Denver they receive about 
150. 

Another source of radiation is 
diagnostic X-rays. The average 


a nn u a l dose from medical X-rays is 
77 millirem, while dental X-rays add 
one more. 

Luminous-dial watches, airport- 
X-ray scanners, smoke detectors, 
electron miscroscopes and cardiac 
pacemakers, and building materials 
such as granite and concrete can 
release tiny amounts of radioactiv¬ 
ity, which add up to about 4 or 5 
millirem a year. 

If radiation exposure is high 
enough, it can cause cancer and 
genetic damage. But cancer takes 
time, 30 or 40 years may elapse 
before a. high dose of radiation 
causes this disease. No one knows 
whether ubiquitous low-level radia¬ 
tion does any harm. 

“We can’t be sure it doesn’t have 
some effect," said Dr. Warren Sinc¬ 
lair, president of the National Council 
on Radiation Protection and 
measurement. “But we’ve lived with 
it for a long time, and it’s cer tain that 
we can’t see its effects ff, indeed, it 
has any. 


Indians revel 

on the heights 

NEW YORK (AP). -The Cleveland 
Indians continued a surge that has 
taken them to the dizzying heights of 
firtt place in the American League • 
East with a 10-inmng, 5-4 victory 
over the Kansas Oty Royals, a ceih 

tre piece of Monday night s baseball j 

action. .. . 

And they needed it to stay on top.; 

Because the New York Yankees y 
only 12 percentages points behind • 
defeated the slump-ridden Chicago 
White Sox 4-1. . 

WHh tbe loaded and with one oat bf 8 k 

bottom of the UHfa. PM T«bter dappedxn RBl 
rfngfe alT the chest of second bamm Rank 
WMte. “Thai's * nice spot for Tsbfcr, Otw. 
ipadinanaKer PM Corrales said. TaUcr b sow 
2440C-3& (.632) ia bases-toaded s&uiSsertbr- 
rwdaod. __ 

Tfce score bad been M 4-4 wtat ftebdn 
loaded tbe bases ia tbe 10th luring agatat 
Kansas City’s ace reHerer, Dan Qateabu iy. 
Tabler boonced! a hard grpunder M WUafcwbe 
was drawn ia for a PMrilriepIvMtbeffabbrad 
Tabkr feared H might 1* ■ doable-play taH-.. 

Elsewhere in the American 
League, it was Toronto 10, Oakland 
6; Boston 3. CaliforniaO; Milwaukee j| 

3, Seattle I; Detroit 10. Texas 3.,. 

g amb T'i games: Boston 4, Oakland J; Texas 

4, New York 3; Detroit 4, Minnesota 1; Toronto 
3, Seattle 23: Cievebmd 6. Chicago 4. 1ft 
taxings; MBwankeeS. CattformaX; Kansas Chy 
11. Baltimore I. 

In the National League, it was 
Montreal 6. Philadelphia 4, and 
Atlanta 4, Cincinnati 3 in 11 innii^s. 

Sunday's games: Philadelphia 5, Atlanta U 
New fork 7, Ctadnnati 2; Montreal 7, Bataan 
6; St. Louis 3, Los Angeles 1: Pittsburgh S, San 
Diego 2; San franc&cn 2, Chicago 2. IQ tarings. 

1st game; San Francisco 2. Chicago I. 2*) 
same. 

Boston trail the front running hufiass and 
Yankees by haffa game at the cogs of the ALEsri 
wfafle the Angds best Kansas Ctty and Texas by 
Ii^games in the West. 

Tbe Mets are five faO games ahead «T Man¬ 
tra! in the NL East with Houston IfefBftantor 
the Giants In the West 

Unselfish Lineker „ 

LONDON (Reuter). - Gary Linek¬ 
er sacrificed the chance of his fifth 
hat-trick of the season late on Mon¬ 
day night to strike a psychological 
blow for Eveiton before Saturday's 
English FA Cup final against Liver¬ 
pool. 

The England striker had already scored twice 
West Ham in die baffle to efinch (he 
second place in the lesgee behind Liverpool ■ 
wtan Ray Stewart handled to give away a 
penalty. Bat i.faetar deeflned tbe chancy , ta¬ 
ring Trevor Steven take tbe kkfc that cHncfatd 
Everttm’s 3-1 win. 

“it was more important for Trevor to knock 
one in before the final. It gives him a Bit in case. 
we get a penalty at Wembley,” said IJririar 
who has cracked in 39 goab (taring the season. 

Carlisle are relegated from tbe Second Divi¬ 
sion after they lost their final game, whfle 
Btanfcbnrn defeated Grimsby. 

Guest athletes here ^ 
for season opener 

Twenty-four athletes from West 
Germany, Belgium and Northern 
Ireland will join local stars in a 
two-day track and field meet on 
Saturday and Sunday at the Hadar 
Yosef Stadium in Tel Aviv. 

The early season meet precedes 
the 50th annual national and field 
competition at the end of the month, 
in which a number of other top guest 
athletes are expected to an ' 
appearance. 

World at his feet 

SHEFFIELD (Reuter). - Joe John¬ 
son woke up yesterday with snook¬ 
er’s world crown on his hang-over 
bead, a cheque for £70,000 in hitb 
pocket and the world at Ins feet .. .. 

The twice married 33-year-old 
father of six from Bradford in die 
north of England who had been a 
150-1 outside for the crown had a 
partisan crowd of 900 and a televi¬ 
sion audience of millions in raptures 
as he cut down compatriot Steve 
Davis 18-12 in the final here. 

Bucks shrug off 

Barkley’s points 

PHILADELPHIA (AP). - Ricky 
Pierce scored 21 points and Paul 
Pressey 15, leading the Milwaukee 
Bucks to a 109-104 victory over the 
Philadelphia 76ers on Monday night 
and deadlocking their NBA playoff 
series at two games apiece. 

The Bucks, Central Division 
champions, regained the homecoort ' 
edge in the best-of-seven Eastern 
Conference semi-final series and win. 
meet the 76ers in Milwaukee for 
game five tonight. The sixth game is 
in Philadelphia on Friday night:' : 

Milwaukee won despite 37 pofab by tbe 
76m* Charles Barkley, who tad a n H er re¬ 
ceived an award as the tap player fa tbe NBA 
based on a co mputeri zed ■» —i—fcm of *8 
statistical categories. 

The teams battled throu gh an even fit* taif 
fa which they were tied at 27 attar a period nd 

atSOathaUhne. 

Montreal leave it late 

NEW YORK (AP). - Claude 
Lemicux’s breakaway goal at 9:41 of 
overtime gave the Montreal Cana- 
diens a 4-3 victory ovcrtheNeW 
York Rangers and a tx)mman<fing 
3-0 lead in their NHL Stanley Cup m 
se mifinal round playoff series. - 
The winners of tile series will go 
on to the NHL championship round 


Conference final between Calgary 
and St. Louis. 

The ^ Rangers, who outshot tbe 
Canadiens 12-4 in the third period, 
also had several excellent oppartum- 
oes to score early in overtime. But. 
they were blunted by the acrobatic 
Montreal rookiegoalteqder 

SCOREBOARD * 

Sasasatass' 

“wring the 333 record Ml tbr 90-hole Psnaw- 

oniaT Ve8M08,0 P** 1 
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Sexist laws 


YA’ACOV LAMDAN 


THE LAWS relating to matrimony 
a the Arab countries deny women 
most of their natural rights. An Arab 
woman is not entitled to oppose her 
husband's marriage to a second, 
younger woman, and m most cases 
she must serve her husband and his 
new wife. The husband is permitted 
to divorce his wife without her con¬ 
sent, and even in her absence. These 
and other injustices were recently 
given attention by an Iraqi female 
jurist, who called on Arab legislators 
to correct them. 

The jurist, attorney Leila Hassan 
Marouf, researched'the status of 
women in the Arab world and pre¬ 
sented her findings to an internation¬ 
al conference on the same theme, 
held recently in Cairo. Marouf found 
that secular law in all but a single 
Arab country permits bigamy. Tuni¬ 
sia is the only Arab country that 
prohibits the practice, and even 
punishes bigamy by fine or imprison¬ 
ment. 

Two other North African coun¬ 
tries, Morocco and Algeria, have 
given a woman the right to divorce 
her husband if he takes a second 
wife. Moroccan and. Algerian 
women are even allowed to deter¬ 
mine in the marriage contract that 
the husband may not take a second, 
wife. Such an agreement is valid, 
even -though these countries' laws 
pehrilt bigamy." " ? " r " “ 

The laws of Egypt and Sooth Ye- - 
men determine that a husband's 


second marriage in opposition to the 
wishes of his first wife will be consi¬ 
dered an infringement of her rights. 
But while the woman is allowed to 
claim compensatory damages, she is 
still not entitled to sue for divorce for 
this reason. 

EXCEPT FOR Tunisia, no Arab 
country has limited the right of the 
Moslem husband - anchored in the 
Sharia, or Moslem religious law - to 
divorce his wife without her consent. 
A number of Arab countries have 
made the validity of a divorce contin¬ 
gent upon its being registered in the 
religious court; but not necessarily 
upon its being enacted by the court. 
Under the Sharia, it is sufficient for a 
Moslem husband to repeat the for¬ 
mula. “You are (or ‘She is’) di¬ 
vorced." three times before witnes¬ 
ses, for the divorce to take effect. 
Should the husband regret his ded- 
•sion, he cannot re-marry his former 
wife until she has wed and been 
divorced by another man. 

Under a new amendment to the 
Egyptian law on marriage and di¬ 
vorce, passed by parliament several 
months ago, the husband is required 
to inform his wife of his decision to 
divorce her. Such notice must be 
given in writing to the registrar of 
marriage find divorce, whereupon 
the divorce takes effect; failure to do 
^ois punishabl? by. fine or imprison¬ 
ment. The amendment was passed 
due to the large number of cases 


Preparing for Ramadan 


CAIRO (AP). - From the steamy 
fields of the southern Philippines to 
the arid wastes of Mauritania, mos- 
lems are preparing for Ramadan, the 
month of fast and feast which marks 
the holiest time of the Islamic year. 

It is a time when life slows to a 
crawl in Moslem countries, shops, 
businesses and government offices 
open late and dose early. Foreign 
companies advise their executives to 
forgo business trips to Moslem coun¬ 


tries for the month. 

After sundown, when the fast is 
suspended, streets swell with 
thousands of merrymakers who 
crowd restaurants and coffee shops, 
catching up on their eating and non¬ 
alcoholic drinking. 

Because Ramadan is reckoned by 
a lunar calendar, the fast begins 
some nine days earlier every year 
based on the modem system. This 
year. Ramadan is expected to begin 


where women did not know they had 
been divorced, since their former 
husbands had pronounced the statu¬ 
tory formula in their absence. 

In cases of contested divorce or 
divorce without her knowledge, the 
woman is entitled to claim the “de¬ 
layed bride-price" as specified in the 
marriage contract. Algerian taw also 
provides additional compensation in 
such cases, “if the kaddi (religious 
court judge) determines that the 
husband treated the wife in violation 
of the principles of elementary jus¬ 
tice." Jf the divorcee has children 
under the age of seven, both Alge¬ 
rian and Egyptian law require her 
former husband to provide her a 
residence, until the youngest child 
reaches this age. The law in Tunisia 
and South Yemen provides indemni¬ 
fication to a woman divorced against 
her will. The new Egyptian law 
grants a woman divorced against her 
will alimony payments for two 
years, while a similar law in Syria 
provides alimony for three years. 

UNDER THE LAWS of all the 
Arab countries, the house belongs to 
.the person who bought it, and key- 
money rental property belongs to 
the person who paid the rent. In 
most cases, this is the husband. In 
very rare cases, such as when the 
house was given as a gift to the wife 
by her parents, is it registered in her 
name. Thus in most divorce cases, 
the woman is forced to leave the 
home and to return to her parents' 
household, if they are olive; or to rhe 
home of a sister or brother. A di¬ 
vorced woman generally will not live 
alone, in order to protect her good 
name. 

There are no rules regarding the 
division of household goods. It is 
customary for each party to take the 
belongings it needs - such as cook¬ 
ware and dishes for the woman and a 
writing desk for the man- but she is. 
as always, dependent upon his good 
will. The Iraqi researcher found that 
Arab women suffer much injustice in 
not having common rights to proper¬ 
ty they shared with their husbands 
before divorce. 

IN CONTRAST, the status of the 
Arab woman in Israel and the West 
is for advanced from that of her 
sisters in the Arab world. The differ¬ 
ence is due. first and foremost, to the 
absence or subordinate role of Mos¬ 
lem religious law, which discrimin¬ 
ates against the Arab woman and, in 
most cases, is not remedied by the 
intervention of civil law. 

In Israel, for example, the law 
upholds the rights of Moslem 
women, at times ruling against the 
Sharia. Perhaps the most significant 
difference is the banning of bigamy, 
along with the principle of joint 
ownership of property under Israeli 
law. Although certain matters re¬ 
main under the jurisdiction of the 
Moslem religious courts - as do 
certain areas of Jewish law under 
rabbinical courts - the overriding 
influence is that of the progressive 
civil legislation- which is the law of 
the land. 


late this week, when the sheiks and 
imams spot the new lunar crescent in 
the night sky. 

Until the crescent appears again 
some 30 days later, all Moslems 
except pregnant women, travelers, 
foe sick and soldiers in war must 
refrain from food, drink, sex and 
other indulgences by day or, as the 
Koran stipulates, “until you can tell 
a white thread from a black one in 
the light of the coming dawn." 





THEIR COMMENT: Israel is sharpening its sword while the Arabs Critter away their time 
according to this editorial cartoon from the Jordanian newspaper a-Dnstor. 


The following article from Al- 
Ba’ath, the official journal of Syria's 
ruling party, discusses Israel-Arab 
relations in light of the Waldheim 
affair and "Israels involvement" in 
die assassination of Swedish prime 
minister Olof Palme. 

THE ZIONIST propaganda cam¬ 
paign against Kurt Waldheim and 
accusations of anti-Semitism have 
broadened, as if the Zionists were 
interested in turning the world back 
upon its past by using anti-Semitic 
slogans to win the identification and 
support of Western nations. 

If Waldheim served together with 
tens of milli ons of others in the 
military forces of Hitler, this does 
not mean that every German speak¬ 
er was a Nazi or that anyone who was 
forced to enlist was a Nazi. What 
then is the goal of the Zionist cam¬ 
paign against Waldheim? The 
answer to this recalls for us the man ’s 
past. 

During his term as secretary- 


‘ Zionist campaign 
against Waldheim’ 


general of the UN, the General 
Assembly passed a resolution that 
considers Zionism as one of the 
forms of racism. Other resolutions 
and recommendations were passed 
that present Israel as a new form of 
Hitlerite Nazism. 

Waldheim played an active role - 
perhaps due to his being a European 
- in helping the international bodies 
which were conspired against by 
Zionism and imperialism, as hap¬ 
pened with Unesco and the Interna¬ 
tional Labour Organization. 

THIS IS one aspect of the answer. 
Another is that Waldheim, an Au¬ 
strian, established ties with Zionist 
groups in Austria. The Zionists fear 


that, as president of Austria, he 
would have the opportunity to 
change the balance of policy in a way 
that would not be consistent with the 
Zionist claim. 

Israel, which represents the centre 
of gravity for Zionism and one of its 
important instruments, needs to ex¬ 
pose the crimes of the Nazis by 
resurrecting the past in which Zion¬ 
ism itself played a role. But Israel, 
which kills Arabs on a daily basis and 
continues to threaten to sabotage 
peace in the region, has no right to 
talk about the Nazis. Waldheim is 
not Sharon, Begin or Shamir. The 
whole world knows who these Zion¬ 
ists are. beginning with the slaughter 
at Deir Yassin and ending with the 


slaughter at Sabra and Shatilla. 

What then is the reason for the 
Zionists' timing, which recalls Naz¬ 
ism and accuses Waldheim? This 
question leads us to a parallel event. 
As is known, Olof Palme was brutal¬ 
ly murdered- Palme sought peace, 
defended human rights and opposed 
aggression. He did not understand 
all the forms of Zionist propaganda 
and, for this reason, he was mur¬ 
dered by an anonymous killer. 

Because Zionism is responsible 
for this abominable crime on Swed¬ 
ish soil, Israel found it posable to 
hide from this crime only by raising 
Nazism from the depths of its slum¬ 
ber, in order to win the feelings of 
Europe. 

Thus h appears that the fete of 
Kurt Waldheim is similar to that of 
Palme, Aldo Moro and John Ken¬ 
nedy. All of them are victims of the 
criminal and manifoldly hostile 
Zionist game. 

J ABABA ALBAR’UTHl 


Strictly organized and illegal party 


A new work by Meron 
Benvenisti, A Political 
Handbook of the West 
Bank , will soon be pub¬ 
lished. It will be distributed 
by The Jerusalem Post. Be¬ 
low we print a second ex¬ 
cerpt from the book, deal¬ 
ing with the activities and 
history of the Communist 
Party in the West Bank. 

OFFICIALLY named “The Palesti¬ 
nian Communist Party in the West 
Bank and the Gaza Strip," the party ' 
is a direct extension of the commun¬ 
ist organizations active in Manda¬ 
tory Palestine and the party after 
1948 in Jordan. It took its present 
form early in 1982, in place of the 
“Communist Organization in the 
West Bank and the Gaza Strip,” 
which had been established in the 
territories after 1967. Its activities 
are illegal under both Jordanian law 
and the security regulations of the 
mili tary government, which forbid 
political activity. 

After the Israeli occupation of 
1967, members of the Jordanian 
Communist Party remained on the 
West Bank, acting underground to 
link up with their comrades in the 
Gaza Strip and severing themselves 



Meron Benvenisti 

from the party headquarters in Am¬ 
man. In the early 1970s, Communist 
activists on the West Bank were at 
the centre of the Palestinian Nation¬ 
al Front, which tried to consolidate 
and lead the political opposition of 
the Arabs in the territories occupied 
by Israel. At that time most of the 
Communist leaders were expelled 
from the West Bank, notably Sulei¬ 
man al-Najab, Faiq Warad, and 
Arabi Awad. 

In the territories the party is esti¬ 
mated to have a few thousand mem¬ 
bers, strictly organized in a hierarchy 
of semi-underground cells sur¬ 
rounded by wider circles of sym¬ 
pathizers. The leader of the party is 
thought to be Bashir al-Baigvuti, 
from the village of Deir Ghassanain 


the Ramallah district, the editor of 
the East Jerusalem weekly Al- 
Taliafu The party has another liter¬ 
ary and cultural publication, Al- 
Kxab, edited by As’ad al-As’ad and 
sometimes it circulates the under¬ 
ground publication Al-Watan, im¬ 
portant for the mobilization of activ¬ 
ists for organizational activities. The 
party concentrates on the organiza¬ 
tion of Labour unions on the West 
Bank and in Gaza, directed by Adel 
Gbanam of Nablus and on ‘‘volun¬ 
tary action committees," which pro¬ 
vide mutual assistance, social work, 
etc. It also organizes strikes, demon¬ 
strations, and cultural and national 
events such as expositions, lectures 
and meetings on Palestinian sub¬ 
jects. 

The Palestinian Communists 
(both in the territories and else¬ 
where) have no official status in the 
PLO, mainly because of their refusal 
to create a military arm. That issue 
also caused a series of disagreements 
and conflicts within the Communist 
Party and between it and the PLO 
leadership. At one time during the 
1970s foe Communists did announce 
die formation of a semi-military 
organization commanded by Arabi 
Awad, called “The Patriotic Front," 
which committed no acts of violence. 

Arabo Awad later left the party 
and founded-a separate organization 
(“The Temporary Headquarters") 


which supported armed struggle 
against Israel. After the war in Leba¬ 
non that small Communist splinter 
group joined the Palestinian orga¬ 
nizations working under the aegis of 
Syria which do not recognize the 
PLO under Arafat’s leadership. 

The Communist Party was to join 
the PLO as a recognized group dur¬ 
ing 1984 as part of die “Aden Agree¬ 
ment,*' which was meant to prepare 
for the 17th national congress. That 
agreement was not put into effect, 
however, and the congress was con¬ 
vened in Amman without Commun¬ 
ist participation. The Communist 
Party was among those condemning 
±e congress (along with the orga¬ 
nizations of the Marxist left, mem¬ 
bers of the PLO, George Habash 
and Naif Hawatmeh). 

Although the Communist Party 
belongs to the Rejection Front and 
opposes the central stream of the 
PLO under Arafat's leadership, the 
Communists are considered, from 
an ideological viewpoint to be more 
moderate in their attitude towards 
Israel. They accept, in full, the posi¬ 
tion of the Soviet Union, which 
recognizes Israel within the 1967 
borders, and thus they are different 
from the other Marxist organizations 
in the PLO. 

The Middle East page is edited by 
Yehuda LilanL 
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TODAY’S ENTERTAINMENT 
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ACROSS 

1 The bell-ringer goes camping 
a lot—so odd (13) . 

It An animal must have some 
means of defence (7) 

11 With many a blemish, a dark 
make-up's needed/7) 

12 Measure the port (4) 

13 Article tight on one side (5) 

14 Way the old-fashioned can 
affect the viewer (4) 

17 Tree maintenance (7) 

18 Petrified appearance of pro¬ 
duce not raised under glass? 

(7> 

19 Charge a swimmer—it makes 
sense (7) 

22 Big medical man, exception¬ 
ally stem (7) 

24 One chemist is in anything Dut 
good spirits (4) 

25 Creditor has ore worth ten 

million (5) . . 

26 Some brilliant independents 
are in opposition (4) 

29 A capital lubricant (4-3) 

MPluckily be plays bis part- 
after a fashion (71 

31 An original thinker with 
regard to personal invest- 
ment!(5-8). 


DOWN 

2 The man in love may well get 
married (7) 

3 Parking place for sport (4) 

4 The VIP’s back on board (7) 

5 Left with tittle hesitation to 
catch duck, making complaint 
(7) 

8 Cut the talk and start helping 
(4) 

7 Bearing with a mad charac¬ 
ter’s crack (7) 

SEyes right, as fog’s no 
problem (6,2,5) 

9 They're not portrait-painters, 
but they do paint people 

l 4 * 2 - 7) 

15 A musical note going up and 
down (3) 

16 Give satisfaction, being m 

accord (5) .... ' 

29 Row after key politician 
appears nearer exhaustion (7) - 

21 Mangled fish were plainly 
injured (7) 

22 Proceeds to the border area 
(7) 

23 Line set wrongly can get 
stretched (7) 

27 Control knob(4) 

28 Bluff about stuff that s worn 
(4) 


ON THE AIR 

Vote* of Mimic 


lijil 

on 

!■■■ | 
m ■ 9 ■ 

SiIiM-kI 

■■■ j ■ ■ 

luSiSafaBBSS 


-&02 Morning Melodies 
7.07 Liszt*. Tasso 

7J30 Respighi: La boutique fa masque 
(Rossini); Liszt: Plano Sonata in B 
(Zaheriah Plavin); Mozart: Violin Con¬ 
certo No A <-219 (D. Oistrakh, Berlin); 
Ravel: Tombeau de Couperin 
BJIO Haydn: Cello Concerto (Tortelier); 
Beethoven: Quartet Op. 59, No.1 He- 
Man); Liszt: Faust Symphony (Boston/ 
Bernstein) 

12.08 Bach: Partita No.1 (Dennis); 
Beethoven: Sonata Op£7, No.1 (Arthur 
Schnabel); Schumann: Novelette 
Op.ZI, No.8; Chopin: Polonaise 
(PogoraUch) 

13.00 Albinoni: Concerto No.5 for 2 
Oboes; Jardena Alcrtin: Song (Etztorv 
ZafcJ; Bruch: Violin Concerto (Shfomo 
Mintz, Chicago/Abba do) 

18.00 Vaughan-Williftms: Suite; 

Chausaon: Evening of Faast; MacFay: 

Toccata for Orchestra 

18.00 Israel Bute Quartet - music by 

Bach, Raizartatein, Copland, Provost 

Mozart 

17.00 Contemporary Music - Musics 
Nova 1986 - Mordaha! Safer: Ensem¬ 
ble; JosefTal: imago for 15 Instruments 
18.00 Radio Frankfurt Symphony 
Orchest ra, Aldo Ceccato conducting - 
Moslov: Iron Mongery; Prokofiev: 
Violin Concerto No.1 (Uri Plan lea); De¬ 
bussy: Iberia: Ravel: La Valse 


1030 Youth Programme 
20.08 Josef Haydn - the birth of the 
sonata - Arieh Vardi lectures on The 
Minuet 

21.00 Cornelius: The Barber of Bagh¬ 
dad; Debussy: The Fall of the House of 
Usher 

23.00 Monteverdi: Psalm; Mozart: 
Piano Sonata. K331; Mompou: Suite; 
Monteverdi: Psalm 


First Programme 

803 Programmes for OHm 

730Favourite Old Songs 

806Compass-with Benny Hereto! 

808 Hebrew Songs 

830Encounter- live Family magazine 

11.10 School Broadcasts 

1130 Education for all 

13.00 News in English 

1330 News in French 

1408Children's programmes 

ISOS Notes on a New Book 

1806 Programme for Senior Citizens 

1730 Everyman's University 

1806Jewish Tracfitiom 

1847 Bible Reading 

1908Lesson in Haloeha 

1930Programmes for Ollm 

2206 A Friend from the 8ame Planet 


Second Pro g ramme 

8.12 Gymnastics 
630 Editorial Review 
633Green Light-drivers' corner 
730This Morning- news magazine 


wick oosswow i?^ f00d 

ACBOSS 5 Tresses 

1 Centres M Immobile 



11 Gratify 

13 Otherwise 
15 Character 

17 Come out 
M Whirlpool 

22 Find unpleasant 
M Oscillate 
SC Object 

27 Repeat 

28 Cleanliness 
28 Give in 

DOWN 

1 Headline 

2 Wash 

3 Disperse 

4 Essay 

5 Lubricated 

6 Small shield 

7 Follow 

12 Want 

14 Welsh emblem 
16 Trying 

18 Enigma 

19 intellectual 

21 Mock 

22 Dyke 

23 Fireplace 
25 Angry 


8.08 Drive Safely 

036 House Call—with Rhrfca Mich sell 

10.10 All Shades of the Network - 
morning magazine 

12.10 Open Line—news and music 
1330 Midday - news commentary, 
music 

1430 Documentary 
16.06 Songs and Homework 

17.10 Economics Magazine 
1730On figures and People 
1830Spotlight 

1838 Today in Sport 
19.00 Today- radio newsreel 
1935Army and Defence Magazine 
20.06 An Hour with the Ma'apil Trio 
2136 A Song for the Road 
2236 Stage and Screen 
2335 Night Games 


Army 

836 Morning Sounds 

630Open Your Eyes-songs, information 

737 "707"-whh AloxAnsky 
838Good Morning isreal 
936in the Morning- with EH YisraeH 
1138 Right Now-with Refl Reshsf 
1336Radio Connection 
1 B.06 Dafly Meeting-with OrfyYanhr 
1636 Four in the Afternoon 
17.00 Evening Newsreel 
1730Middle East Magazine 
1836Army and Defence Magazine 
19.08 What's Doing- with ErazTe! 

20.06 Blues deluxe 

2130 Mabet - TV newsreel 

2130 Tunas 

2235Popular songs 

2339Night. Night- with Yoav Kutner 

00.08 Classical Night Birds 


Yesterday's Solution 


nmuaaunsEBesstf 

fflUBESOEQ 
□OSIESEB £D23DBD£] 
HDODOHOa 

QBdQgaUS 

E S 13 0 Q D 
liBDLiaBaC] 
li<GS00Sa@D 
SQaSDGSQUSE 0UHI 
HHHESHIMQ 
QSDDDnU 0BIOBQB 
sboeiisjb 
BEOa0DEHBeQB[3H 


QUICK SOLUTION 
ACROSS: 1 Wireless, 7 Ariel. 8 
Generates. 9 Gap.' 18 Rage. II 
Menace, U Redden, 14 Beggar, 17 
Narrow, 18 Abet, 29 Rue, 22 
Strangles, 23 Coves, 24 Ordnance. 
DOWN: 1 Wager, 2 Reneged. 3 Lore. 
4 Settee. 5 Midge. S dapper, 7 
Ashamed. 12 Repress. IS Retract, 15 
Gobelin. IS Horror, 17 Nerve, 19 
Taste, 21 Anon. 


TELEVISION 


EDUCATIONAL: 

8.15 School Broadcasts 1430 Alfred 
BremM, pianist-worts by Brahms, Uszt 
1630Everyman's University; Health; Art 
1630 No Secrets 1830TV Game 1838 
Economics: Inflation 1730 A New Even¬ 
ing- live magazine 
CHILDREN'S PROGRAMMES: 

1730 Someday, Sometime - Canadian 
drama 

ARABIC LANGUAGE programmes 
1830 News roundup 
1832 On Books and Culture 
19.00 Health Magazine 
1930 News 

HEBREW PROGRAMMES resume at 

2030with a nows roundup 

2032 Movla Time - dnema magazine 

2030 Religion Magazine 

2130 Mabat Ne w s re el 

2130 MoJced 


CINEMAS 

JERUSALEM 4:30, 7. 9 
Eden: Remo; Ekflson: Della Force, 
4:30,7, 9:15; Hefaha: No Milk Today; 
Kfir: Out of Africa, 5:45,9; Mftchefl: 
9V* Weeks 7, 9:15; Orgfl: Stitches, 
4:30,7:15,9:30; One: Wild Cats, 430, 
7, 9:15; Ron: Bonnie and Clyde, 4:30, 
7:30, 930; B e rnede r: Choose Me, 
9:16; Pin ye n el Ha'nma; La Historis 
Official, 7, 9:15; Beit Agren: Doctor 
Zhivago 3:30; The Shining 6:46; The 
Godfather I, 9; Lord of the Rings 12 
midnight; Cine ma theque: Julia 7; A 
Midsummer Night's Dream 7 (small 
hall); Metropolis 9:30 (small hall). 

TELAVTV43G, 7:15,9:30 
Allenby: Protector, 5,7:30,9:30; Belt 
Lefeeln: Fandango, 11:15 p.m.; Ben- 
Yehuda: No Milk Today. Chen 1: A 
Chorus Lina, 5, 7:25, 9:40; Chen 2: 
Journey of Natty Gann, 5,7;2S, 9:40; 
Chea 3: Year of the Dragon, 7.9:40; 
Lady and the Tramp, 5; Chen 4: Marie, 
10:30 ajn., 1:30,5,7:20.9:40; Cften6; 
Stitches, 10ao a.m„ 1:30.5,7:30,9:45; 
Cinema One: Indiana Jones end the 
Temple of Doom; Cinema Taro: Back 
to the Future; Dekd: Jewel ofthe Nile; 
Drive-In: Silverado, 9:30 pm; Pyra¬ 
mid of Fear,7:15; sex film, 12 midnight; 
Esther: Spies Lika Us; Oat: Twice in a 
Lifetime; Gordon: The Official Story; 
Hod: Remo, Lmr I; Wild Cats 1:45,5, 
730. 9:45; Lev II: Target 1:30, 4:50. 
7 ;15, 930; Umar H-jmh-d^^ 
Weeks 2,430,7,930; Maxim: Prizzl a 
Honor, 430,7.9:30; MofpgM: Miami 
Super Cop; Oriy: Pyramid of Fear; 
Paris: When Father Was Away on Busi¬ 
ness. 11 30 am, 2,430.7,930; Peer: 
Sweet Dreams; Shahof: Out of Africa 
5:45, 9:15; StuiBo: Zaril; Tcbalet; 
Jagged Edge; Tel Aviv: Delta Force, 
4:30,7, S:30;Tel Avhr Museum: Smile 
of the Lamb 4:30, 730, 930: Zefan: 
Elen! 430.7,9:30; Tennis: Watt*r7:l5, 
930; Israel Chnmatheqne: L^Truiie 
7; Message from the Future 9:30 


77 1 » Lady Ice. An Insurance investigator 
(Donald Sutherland) is Involved with a 
wealthy woman (Jennifer OTfoUf) whose 
father is a jewel stealer 
2330 News 

JORDAN TV (unofficial): 

1630 Cartoons 17.00 French Hour 1830 
News in Hebrew 19.00 News In Arabic 
1830 Three's Company 20.10 Discovery 
2030 Alfred Hitchcock presents- 21.00 
Nevra In English 2130 Sins 

MIDDLE EAST TV (from TJL north): 
13.00 Woody Woodpecker 13.30 
Another Life 14UM)700 Club1430Shape- 
Up 1SJIO Afternoon Movie 1830 Spider- 
man 17.00 Super Book 1730 Muppara 
1800 Buck Rogers 1930 News 20.00 
ArTeem 21.00 Another Life2130 Cagney 
& Lacey 2230 Remington Steele 2330 
700 Club 


HMFA4* 6:48,8 

Amphitheatre: Remo 4:30, 7, 9:15; 
Amon: Miami Super Cop 4:30, 6:45, 
9; Atzmon: No Milk Today 4:30, 7. 
9:15; Chen: Journey of Natty Gann, 
4:30,6:45,9; Orah: Out of Africa B, 9; 
Orly: Twice in a Lifetime, 9 p.m.; Lady 
and the Tramp 11 a.m v 4:30, 6:30; 
Peer: Spies Like Us 4:30.6:45,9; Ron: 
Delta Force. 4, 6:46, 9; Shavft: The 
Official Story 7,9; Rev-Gat 1: A Chorus 
Line 7, 9:15; Rev-Oat 2: Wildcats 7, 
9:15; Keren Or ffamehudask: When 
Father WesAway on Business 4,6:30,9 

RAMATGAN 

Armon: Spies Like Ue, 5, 7:15, 9:30; 
Lily: 9W Weeks 7:15, 930; Oasis: 
Miami Super Cop, 5,7:15,9:30; Ordea: 
No Mflfc Today4:30,7:15. 9:30: Hemet 
Gan: Remo,4:30,7:15,9:30; Rav-Gan 
1: A Chorus Line, 5,7:20,9:40; Rav- 
Gan 2: Journey of Natty Gann 5,7:20, 
9:40; Rav43an 3: Twice in a Lifetimes, 
7:30,9:40; Rav-Gaa 4: Jagged Edge 
7:20,9:45; Lady and the Tramp, 5 

HEKZLIYA 

David: NoMllkTod8y,430,7:15,9:30; 
Medial: Out of Africa, 6, S; Now 
Ttferet: Delta Force, 7,9:30; 

HOLON 

Mfgdal: Spies Like Us, 7:15, 9:30; 
Savoy: Delta Force, 4:30,7,9:30 (Tue. 
7,9:30); Armon Hamah udaa h: Miami 
Super Cop, 5,7:15,9:30; 

BATYAM 

A R aau e (Delta Force, 4:30,7,9:30; 

GWATAYIM 
Under: Out of Africa, 5,9 


RAMAT HASHAHON 

Kochanr: Gotcha, 7; Friends. 9:30 p.m.; 

PETAHTDCVA 

G.G. Hachal 1: Out of Africa, 6,9; G JGL 
Hedial 2: Delta Foree,4:30, 7. 330; 
G.G. Hachal 3: Back to the Future, 
4:30,7:15,9:30. 
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Minister defends moshav rescue plan 


By YITZHAK OKED 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 
TEL AVIV. - Despite stiff opposi¬ 
tion from moshavniks, Minister of 
Agriculture Arye Nehamkin prom¬ 
ised. in an interview with The Jeru¬ 
salem Post this week, to stick to his 
policy of turning less successful 
moshavim into rural communities, 
stripped of land and water quotas. 

Under Nehamkin's programme, 
the government would agree in turn 
to erase the moshavim’s debts and 
allow’ them to build more housing on 
their property. 

Nehamkin’has strong ties to the 
moshavim. The minister was born 
and still lives on Nahalal. In the 
1950s he helped new immigrants in 
the south form moshavim. and 20 
years later he was the secretary of 
the Histadrut-affiiiated Tnuat 
Hamoshavim. "I know the problems 
of the moshavim inside out.” he 
said, admitting their financial prob¬ 
lems are severe and present no easy 
solution. 

He refuses to go into what he 
terms “ancient history,” concerning 
those guilty for the present situation, 
though he hints that the “seven bad 
years” of the Likud government had 
much to do with it. 

Nehamkin refused to explain his 
programme in detail, in particular 
how he would erase the moshavim's 
debt, saying he was still negotiating 
with several moshavim. 

Sha ar Ephraim is the first moshav 
to agree to the plan. “If it is success¬ 
ful they will be allowed to increase 
the population of the settlement 
from the 70 families today to over 
200 families." he said. 

But Nehamkin noted that it will 
not be possible to find one solution 
for all the moshavim. "We will have 


to go from village to village and find 
a solution suitable for each be said. 
“Some of the moshavim have re¬ 
latively small debts and others are 
overwhelmed.” 

Nehamkin said in general terms 
that a solution to the debt problem 
lies in restructuring the loans of most 
of the moshavim and kibbutzim, 
lowering interest rates and extend¬ 
ing repayment periods. “I'm sure 
that in this way the settlers will be 
able to start breathing again and the 
Israeli economy will profit from it by 
increased exports and more effective 
production from the side of the far¬ 
mers,” be said. 

Nehamkin denied that the new 
finance minister, Moshe Nissim. 
would be more forthcoming on more 
funds for agriculture than his prede¬ 
cessor Yitzhak Moda’i. 

"My burning problem with his 
ministry will be financial aid to the 
farming sector,” said Nehamkin. “If 
the government does not approve 
this aid. then I'm afraid to say that 
the present crisis in the agricultural 
sector will continue. People con¬ 
nected to the agricultural sector will 
have to be fired, and the present 
governmental plan to revive the eco¬ 
nomy will not be carried out as 
anticipated.” 

To charges that he is not doing 
enough to increase exports, ex- 
pecialjy to the European Economic 
Community, Neh amkin raises his 
voice and lowers his hand with a 
thump on the desk. “I know that 
many farmers see themselves as 
potential ministers of agriculture 
and believe they can do things bet¬ 
ter. I can tell you that since I became 
minister, we have not rested one day 
in our efforts to improve our situa¬ 
tion in the EEC.” he said. “We are 


still in the midst of negotiations with 
them, and we are talking with every¬ 
one possible concerning a new 
agreement, which should answer all 
the problems created by the entr¬ 
ance of Spain and Portugal ” 

Nehamkin said Italy, Spain. Por¬ 
tugal and Greece see Israel as a 
tough competitor in the farm mar¬ 
ket, which has made the talks parti¬ 
cularly difficult. 

Nehamkin denies he has cut re¬ 
search spending. “We are firing a 
number of workers, as required 
under a cabinet decision, but this has 
affected mainly administration peo¬ 
ple and not scientists," he said. “We 
are doing everything that has to be 
done to improve the quality of our 
produce and to find new products to 
export.” 

He pointed to a new variety of 
tomato developed by ministry re¬ 
searchers, that is fetching “terrific 
prices in New York." 

The success of this tomato has 
been so great, he said, that some 
tomato growers from Florida are 
now selling their tomatoes under a 
new label called Sabra, decorated 
with a big Magen David. 

Nehamkin also noted that this past 
season has been a very good year for 
the flower growers. "What many 
people do not know is that this year’s 
success is due very much to our 



Banks 9 foreign assets up sharply 


Arye Nehamkin fUzi Keren) 

research scientists, who invested 
much of their time in developing new 
varieties. It takes years of work, and 
this season it started to pay off. 

"We also have invested in re¬ 
search in produce that we call "dollar 
savers'.” he said. “We are growing 
more fodder locally, and in this way 
we save precious dollars that would 
have had to be spent in purchasing 
food for livestock abroad.” 

Nevertheless, Nehamkin insisted 
he is not pleased with the current 
level of research and development. 
“We must invest more money in this 
field, especially in some of our 
weakest parts, namely the citrus sec¬ 
tor. 


BASEL (AFP). - Foreign assets and 
liabilities in the world’s banks grew a 
record S124.1 billion over the fourth 
quarter last year, the International 
Bank of Settlements (BIS) has stated 
in its latest report here. 

This huge increase o utstripp ed 
the S34,8b. growth in the thir d quar¬ 
ter of 1985. 

Foreign assets and liabilities were 
especially boosted by the strong 
foreign expansion of Japanese 
banks, the increasing presence of 
banks on world bond markets, and 
the several interventions in currency 
markets by central banks, according 
to the BIS, which promotes the 
cooperation of central banks. 

Foreign assets in Japanese banks 
shot np a record S23.1b. over the 
quarter, after a third quarter prog¬ 
ress of $16.9b. Half of this fourth- 
quarter growth was in Japanese yen. 
the BIS notes. 

European centres account for 
S62b. of the growth, with banks in 


West Germany growing $15.6b, Ita¬ 
ly S12.5b., Britain $8.5b. and France 
S7.3b. 

In the U.S., banks* foreign assets 
and liabilities grew $17.8b., revers¬ 
ing file third-quarter reduction of 
S6.6b. 

Banks in the "‘declaring zone,” 
which includes the group of ten cre¬ 
ditor countries, and Luxembourg, 
Austria, Denmark, Ireland, Spain. 
Finland and Norway, posted a 
growth in assets of S104b. in the 
fourth quarter, as against 5273b. in 
the third quarter. 

Only 28 per cent, or $22.4b. worth 
of the growth in assets is denomin¬ 
ated in dollars, the BIS notes. The 
Euro-yen market grew the most 
rapidly - equivalent to a $14.5b. 
increase in credits owed to banks. 

The Euro-Deutschmark market 
increased 5103b. worth, and the 
Euro-Swiss franc market, by 59.3b. 

Bank loans totalled $40b., a two- 
year high and a 510b. increase over 


the third quarter. The BIS added 
that $9.6b. worth was lent to coun¬ 
tries outside the declaring zone. 

These non-zone countries, on the 
other hand, deposited 5113b..in 
banks outside the zone, the BIS 

notes. . . 

Of the Latin- American borrow¬ 
ers, Argentina. Chile and Mexico 
received the most funds - $0.6b. 
each. China, meanwhile, received 
SO.8b., and banks there reduced 
their deposits by S0-6b. 

Banks in the Opec nations added 
to their deposits by S5.4b. as a 
group. 

Countries in the Eastern Euro¬ 
pean Bloc borrowed SI.4b. in the 
fourth quarter last year, while banks 
there increased their deposits by 
$1.8b. 

The Soviet Union borrowed 
S0.7b. and increased deposits by 
51.7b., while East Germany bor¬ 
rowed S0.5b. and increased deposits 
by $0.4b., the report said. 


Sharon, Canadian envoy meet on trade 
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3 bib YOU KNOWTBAT... _ 3 

3 the population of the northern development 3 
3 towns declined by about 1,100 during 1985, 3 
^ while that of the development towns in the south 3 
3 remained about the same. (Gad Ya'acobi) 3 
?????????????????????????????????????????????????????????? 


Post Economic Staff 

Industry and Trade Minister Ariel 
Sbaron met yesterday with the new 
Canadian ambassador to Israel. 
John Bartleman. to ditniss ways of 
narrowing Israel's trade gap with 
Canada. 

Israel has been seeking to strike a 
buyback accord with Canada, under 
which the Canadians would promise 
to purchase a certain quantity of 
Israeli goods in exchange for Israeli 
purchases of Canadian wheat. 

Last year, Israel ran a S43 million 
trade deficit with Canada. Israeli 
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The diamond market has turned the comer 

-die strength and resilience of the centralised selling system is underlined. 
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DeBeers 

Extracts from 
Julian Ogilvie Thompson’s 
Statement for 1985 


1985 marked the turning point 
in the market for rough 
diamonds and underlined the 
strength and resilience of De 
Beers’ centralised selling 
system. This was particularly 
gratifying in view of the 
problems experienced in other 
commodity stabilisation 
schemes. World retail sales of 
diamond jewellery attained yet 
another record, exceeding the 
1984 figure by some three per 
cent. Geographically, sales 
were more evenly spread, the 
increase in the United States 
being less spectacular; and in 
the other industrialised 
countries more pronounced, 
than in 1984- 

Stocks down 

The CSO continued its 
policy of only offering for sale 
those goods for which there 
■was immediate demand. 

Stocks in the cutting centres 
have been brought down at 
last to reasonable operating 
levels, and manufacturers 
have been able to trade 
profitably in meeting the 
demand generated by the 
record retail jewellery sales. 

It follows that after this 
protracted and difficult period 
of destocking, the pipeline 
between the CSO and the 
ultimate consumer has 
contracted to the point 
where CSO sales should once 
again be more directly related 
to retail demand. Looking 
further ahead, the prospect is 
that the recent sharp foil in 
the oil price should bring 
about lower inflation and 
higher growth in the 
industrialised countries, and 
hence higher sales of diamond 
jewellery. 

Sales trend continues 

CSO sales in the second 
half of the year were the 
highest since 1980. These 
trends have continued into the 
current year with demand for 
rough gem continuing at a 


high level during the first 
three sights. 

The report of a commission 
appointed in 1982 to inquire 
into alleged irregularities and 
misapplication of property in 
representative authorities and 
the central authority of South 
West Africa/Namibia, known 
as the Thirion Commission, 
was published on 7th March 
1986, by the Transitional 
Government of National 
Unity in Windhoek. Among 
the Commissioner’s findings 
CDM, without having given 
evidence or been called upon 
to do so, is said to have 
breached the provisions of its 
mining title, namely the 
Halbscheid Agreement, 
which requires that mining 
should be carried on 
“satisfactorily to the 
Administration and not with a 
view to exhausting the 
superficial and more valuable 
deposits to the detriment of 
the low grade deposits”. At no 
stage has there been any 
suggestion from the 
Administration that CDM 
was not carrying on mining 
satisfactorily and CDM is 
confident that it has not 
breached any of its obligations 
and that its mining practices 
have not been detrimental to 
the State. On the contrary, by 
the introduction of innovative 
and cost-effective techniques 
CDM has rendered hitherto 
unpayable ground payable, 
and thus progressively 
extended the life of the mine. 
On current projections, only 
about two per cent of the 
estimated original carat 
inventory of the mining area 
will be left behind at the end 
of the life of the mine. Of this, 
about half is in ground which 
is inaccessible using current 
mining techniques. In the 
meantime, prospecting 
continues in the hope of 
identifying new reserves. 
Naturally, within the limits of 


production technology, CDM 
has always followed a policy of 
responding to market 
conditions, so that when 
demand is high more 
diamonds are produced and 
when the market is in 
recession, as it has been over 
the last five years, the rate of 
production is lowered. Indeed, 
since 1981, a number of 
production facilities at CDM 
have remained temporarily 
closed without affecting 
CDM’s share of sales. 

These facts are hardly 
compatible with a policy of 
excessive depletion of CDM’s 
reserves. As in the past, CDM 
fully intends to continue 
operating within its rights and 
obligations, in consultation 


with the authorities and in 
accordance with the law. 

Industrial relations on our 
various operations have been 
satisfactory, due in part at least, 
to the Company’s long¬ 
standing adherence to a 
unified wage structure and 
continuing implementation of 
merit-based manning policies, 
supported by extensive 
training and development 
programmes for employees at 
all levels. 

The removal of statutory 
job reservation in the mining 
industry in South Africa is 
now a matter of great urgency, 
and intensive discussions 
between the industry, the 
unions and the Government 
are at last caking place. It is 


Created 3 bfllkxi 
years ago deep 
in the earth. 



Earrings: Designed and aafted by 
S him ini in Japan. 


ThJ* earring, with marquise and round duped diamonds set in mother of pead w» one trf 
30 suasssfulenirfe (ran 1425 designs suominedfaxii 33 countries for thr Diamonds- 
lntemarkmal Asraids presorted in Milan in March. These awards have been oqganlsed by 

De Begs for O^er 30 years to help improve the quaby and standaid or jeweDgy design. 


crucial that the outcome 
should be fair and should pro¬ 
vide equal opportunity to all. 

Committed to change 

South Africa has been 
through a particularly difficult 
yean The need to abolish 
apartheid in all its forms and 
create a socio-political 
dispensation that gives fair 
and equal opportunity to all is 
now’ more widely recognised 
than ever before. Your 
Company has long been in the 
forefront of those committed 
to such changes and it is 
encouraging that the 
Government has announced 
many substantial reforms. 
Several have been 
implemented and the 
remainder are expected to 
receive legislative approval 
during the present session; it is 
hoped that further initiatives 
will soon follow. We shall 
continue to do all we can 
to accelerate the process of 
evolutionary change. 

Our Deputy Chairman, 

Mr Nicholas Oppenheimex, 
has succeeded Sir Philip 
Oppenheimer as Chairman of 
the CSO. Sir Philip filled that 
role with great distinction for 
30 years and De Beers and, 
indeed, the whole diamond 
industry is deeply indebted to 
him. Fortunately, we shall still 
benefit from Sir Philip’s 
experience and wisdom for he 
will continue to be a member 
of our board and to play a 
leading role in certain key 
aspects of die CSO*s activities. 

The full Chairman’s 
Statement is contained in the 
Annual Report of the 
Company for the year ended 
31st December 1985 which 
was posted to registered 
Shareholders on 1st May 1986. 

De Beers Consolidated Mines 
Limited 

(Incorporate d in rive Republic of 5omfa Africa) 

London Office 

40 Hotbom Viaduct, London 
EC1P1AJ. 

DeBeers 


exports to Canada amounted to 
$62.4 million while imports from 
Canada totalled $105.5 million. 

Sharon told the ambassador that 
Israel is interested in increasing eco¬ 
nomic ties with Canada within the 


context of balance bilateral trade. 
He reminded Bartleman that half of 
all Can adian exports to Israel are 
purchased directly by the Israeli gov¬ 
ernment, including wheat and sul¬ 
phate. 


Agrexco may boost exports 
in wake of Chernobyl mishap 


By YITZHAK OKED 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 
TEL AVIV. - Agrexco, the fresh 
agricultural produce export com¬ 
pany is weighing the possibility of 
boosting exports of summer veget¬ 
ables and fruits to Europe in the 
wake of the Chernobyl nuclear reac¬ 
tor accident. 

Because of the radioactive fallout 
some of the European harvest, espe¬ 
cially in Eastern Europe, may have 
to be destroyed, leaving a shortage 
of certain fruits and vegetables. 

For the moment Agrexco officials 
here say the chances of that occur¬ 
ring are minimal, but they are watch¬ 
ing developments in Europe closely. 
“We have asked our representatives 
in Europe to try to make estimates 
for us during file next week, and 
after we receive these estimates we 
will be in a position to make a 
decision," Haim Keller Agrexco 
spokesman told The Jerusalem Post. 


Even if shortages of fruit and 
vegetables do develop in Europe, 
agricultural experts say Israel does 
not have the capacity to increase 
farm e x p o r t s sharply. An increase in 
exports of all depend largely on 
whether there is a bumper crop. The 
resulting surplus, in combination 
with the re-routing of some fruit 
destined for the local market to 
Europe, could add to fruit exports, 
but not greatly. A sharp increase in 
vegetable exports faces even more 
obstacles. Farmers will not be able to 
increase vegetable production by 
much because of the cut in water for 
irrigation quotas, resulting from the 
relatively (fry winter. 

If prices in Europe for vegetables 
and fruits rise substantially, howev¬ 
er, fanners are likely to send larger 
portion of their crop than usual to 
Europe. That could cause a tight 
market for fruit and vegetables in 
Israel. 


Administration Building, Glvat Ram Cam¬ 
pus. Buses 9,28,24andis. 

2. Mount Scopus tours 11 am. from the 
Bronfman Recaption Centre, Sherman 

N ^i"* isfB8t T’ arect ! a ? ed 

at NIS 6.90 per line, including 02 - 88 Z 819 . 

VAT. Insertion every day cf the AMfT WOMEN. (Former ly American 

month costs NIS 138 per line, in- 

. ..._ ____ AlkaJai Street Jerusalem. TeL 02-899222. 

eluding VAT, per month. OUT. To visit our technological High 

Schools call Jerusalem 533141; TbT AvtV 
JERUSALEM 396171,233231,240629; NetenyB 33744. v 

Museums TEL AVIV 

ISRAB. MUSEUM. Exhibitions: “A Man Museums 

TEL AVIV IMI8HJM. Exhibitions: Frank 
Stoita-HadGadya-aaertasoftargeprima 
S"? by Frank Stella, after B UssHric/s gouach 


“*■ 21 taraall artist* showthelr work of 

the last 26 yew*. VISITING HOURS TOQAY: 
Cosmy and the DMn e r An dwn textiles 0 10 a.m.-2 p.m.; 5-S pjn. Helena Robin- 
Newsm AiriquWm 0 Narot Mittva -ideas Pawffion: dosed for installation of 

for light In Jewish ntualO Friendly Butterfly new exhibition, 

- Orah Eyal'a illustrations 0 Building in 

Jerusalem - computer games, building Conducted Tours 

with stone 0 From the Depths of the See - ... . .. _ ,_ _ 

ancient Carmel coast cargoes (Rocfcsfener) l IlfmmeriyAmericatefe. 

0 Placescape - artiste' versions of sur- f I2?“? fT,in9Toura "™ 

rounding landscapes (Paley Centre, near Avhi^Tel. 220187.233154 
Rockefeller) 0 Permanent exhibitions of J^ 
archeology, Judaica. ethnic art. 226060 - ; - Hatfa < 88817 - 

VISITING HOURS. MAIN MUSEUM: 10*. "5™^™ AMAT. Morning 

At 11: guided tour of Museum (English). 1; tours. Tel Aviv,210791, Jerusalem 244878. 
Gallery dedication In memory of Izhar 

Armoni; 8:30: Community singing, Nahum HAIFA 
Attarman evening. Mussums 

EXHIBITIONS HAFA MUSEUM* 26 Shabtai levy St TsL I 

JERUSALEM MAP HOUSE, Old City, 7 04-523255. Exhibitions; Modem Art - 
Beit El St, 288338,423547. Roberta* Turner, Reuven Rubin, the portrait in his work in 
etc. retrospective; Material - a Medium of Ex- 

LA- MAYER MEMORIAL INSTITUTE 

FOR ISLAMIC ART. Visiting hours: Sun.- TwS? 

Thurs. 10-1; 330-6. Fri. dosed. Sat and 
holiday eve 10-1. 2 Hepalmach St TeL 

1 02-681291/3 Riw 1R BSIB * IC " I,,J LU^djlOgy-JwiSncwiurriBS* 

oz-eeizsi/z. Bus No. 15. 20 porcelain pieces from the Faia and Natan 

Conducted tours Celnlk collection, U.SA. Open: Sun.-T7iur. 

HADASRAH-Hourly touts of the Chagall ^^Tjckt 

Windows at Kbyat Hadassah on the half Sh pShl.SUt 

hour. ★ Information, reservations: 02- ■ nd 

416333,02-446271. 


MBREVV UNIVERSITY 

1. Toura in EngKsh at 9 end 11 a.m. from 


Miscellaneous 

WHAFS ON M HAIFA. dM04-640840. 


GENERAL ASSISTANCE ]| 

m 


EMERGI 
I PH ARMl 


Jerusalem: Medi Phia, 2 Bar llan, 822237. 
Balsam. Salah Eddin, 272315. Shu'afet, 
Shu'afat Road, 810108. Oar Aldawa, 
Herod's Gate, 282058. 

Tel Aviv: Lev Ha'ir, 69 Ahad Ha'am, 
813862. Kupat Hofim Clalrt, 7 Amsterdam, 
225142. 

Netanya: Hanassf. 38 Sderot Weizmann, 
23639. 

Haifa: Yavne. 71 bn Sins, 672288. 


DUTY HOSPITALS 


Jerusalem: Shears Zedek (pediatries), 
Hadassah Bn Kerem (internal, obstetrics, 
surgery, ophthalmoigy). Hadassah Mount 
Scopus (orthopedics), BlkurHolim (E.N.T.). 
Tel Aviv: Rokah (Pediatrics, Internal 
surgery). 

Netanya: Lanlado 


POLICE 


DENTAL 


FIRST AID 


Magen David Adorn emergency phone 
numbers (round the dock service). 

Ashdod 41333 Jerusalem *523133- 

Ash lesion 23333 Kfron 344442 

Bet Yam *5511111 Klryat Shmona *44334 
Beersheba 74767 Nahariya *923333 

CarmJal *988555 Netanya *23333 

Dan Region *781111 PfetahTlIcva *9231111 
Eilat 7233 Rehovot *461333 

Hadera 22333 RIshonLeZion942333 

Haifa *512233 Safod 30333/ 

Hatzor 36333 Tel Aviv *240111 . 

Hoion 803133 Tiberias *90M1 

Mobile Intensive Care Unit (MICb) ser^ 
vice m the area around the dock. 

101 Emergency phone number In.'most 
areas. • - 

-'TEran"-Mental Health Brat Aid, Tel: 

, Jeniralem 227171. Tel Aviv 261111/2, Haifa 
672222, Beersheba 4181 11 . Netanya 35316 . 

(24hours), forhe!Ip call 
™^Yl234819, Jerusalem - 245564, and 
Haifa 88791. 

JfimMemlnatitiiteforDrug Problems. 

TeL 663828.663902.14 Bethlehem Rd. 

The National Poison Control Centra at 
Rambem Hospital, phone (04)623205, for 
emergency calls, 24 hours a day, for In¬ 
formation in case of poisoning. 

tafotuialio* .Centre TeL 
03-433300, 433600 Sunday-Thursday. 8 
a.m. to 8 pjn. Fridays 8 a-m. to 3 pjn. 


Cl IPUTe C,ln ‘ tc 49 R«- 

FLIGHTS Bp^to mldnlghr. 

2 4 Hours Right Information Service: Dental CHnid 25 n .. f . . „ 

Call 03-8712484 (mufoMlne). Arrivals Only AvivGImn»tsSlS^tES£ r ' ? m8t 

(Taped Message) 03-381111 ( 20 li™«| -10 p.m. 
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Macabee Dean 


Pessimists 
weather 
austerity best 

tamdied last July is that 
P"* J® *5 . ,5 P« cent of the 5,000 
fliw listed in the JOun & Bradstreel 
P “7 “** ® Bnandal trouble. The 

^odnewsfcsAatgStoMperccntof 

th€S ! 5 >y° Gnus are managing to 
amove the hard times with varying 
degrees of success, says David Bondi, 
genera l-manager of Dun & Brad- 
street (Israel). 

The firms that make their way into 
the headlines are those on the verge of 
coUapse or are in the midst of s taging 

a tumaround in the face of enormous 
obstacles. But Bondi prefers to talk 
about those companies that are quiet- 
- « , «thering the crisis and probably 
provi de the best indicator of how (he 
private sector Is facing under (he 
government’s policies. 

These companies have succeeded 
to the extent they have because they 
planned for the day when an 
coawgeocy economic package of the 
kind finally adopted by the govern¬ 
ment last July would be imposed. 

One of the chief reasons these 
concerns have been able to ride out 
the vast changes that have occurred 
in the economy In the wake of the 
s t abiliza tion programme is that they 
did not follow the example of the 
government. 

“The government was running the 
country as if money was unlimited, as 
if the laws of economy did not exist 
any more - at least for the time 
being,” says Bondi. 

The companies in the D&B guide 
that have done best did not expand 
their facilities at a breakneck pace on 
the cheap money that came with 
Israel's hyperinflation. Rather, they 
drew np contingency (dans for the 
future, in the knowledge that the 
false prosperity eventually had to 
give way to hard reality. They ent 
costs, including regretfully, research 
and development in many cases. At 
the same time, many began exploring 
export options in anticipation that- 
the local market would diy np when 
the inevitable emergency economy 
policy was instituted. Others reduced 
outside financing as much as possi¬ 
ble, relying instead on internal re¬ 
sources, Tnjjt^yed them frogn being/ 
caughT with the huge loans'bearing” 
exhorb i tant interest rates that'have- 
burdened big borrowers in the past 
several months. 

Within this group of relative suc¬ 
cesses Bondi points to a sub-division i 
that was preparing for a particularly . 
Weak future. It consisted mainly of 
exporters. They were not misled by 
the false prosperity in Israel in the 
1970s and early 1980s since they were 
fnmiKar with foreign markets and 
were in a better position to know that 
Israel bad not discovered any secret 
to prosperity without sweating to 
produce. 

Bondi says the austerity measures 
imposed last July may have been 
disastrous fra- some companies, but 
on the whole it was good medicine for 
the economy. 

“It helped winnow out the weak 
and unsuccessful companies, which 
had burgeoned in an insane inflation¬ 
ary period, and it helped the better- 
managed and stronger companies to 
better assess themselves and the fu¬ 
ture,” he says. “All in all, the ‘shake- 
up’ was beneficial.” 


Time to simplify the travel tax 

llion Israelis went over- » | it, and on that matt* 

r, spending $531 million I ^already learned evei 
d other travel expenses. I I 3 I. I J ! j L| ■ book. They have air 
1 like a lot, but actually I Uhi^UUiimbI overseas to avoid the: 


Half a million Israelis went over¬ 
seas last year, spending $531 million 
on tickets and other travel expenses, 
it may sound like a lot, but actually 
iy»5 saw the lowest level of Israeli 
tourism abroad in five years. Com¬ 
pared with die high point - of 1983 
when 771,650 Israelis left the coun- 
Jp - - expenses on overseas travel 
nave fallen by $246 million dollars 
jhe number going overseas to 

This year things should return to 
After the shock of last year's 
5300 travel tax and the relative res¬ 
traint of the economic austerity plan, 
there is every- reason to expect peo¬ 
ple to be packing their bags en ma sse 
this summer. 

Prime Minister Peres promised 
the $300 tax was a one shot deal. 
Given the current situation - the 
improvement in foreign currency re¬ 
serves, the drop in the foreign debt 
and the $600 million boost to the 
economy from falling oil prices - 
there is absolutely no reason for the 


SHLOMOMAOZ 


government to break its word. 

The Treasury made a handsome 
sum - $150 million - off overseas 
travellers lost year, and it won't give 
up this income easily. But the extra 
income was made at the expense of 
thousands of honest wage earners - 
travel agents and tour organizers - 
who suffered tremendous losses. 

After all, the travel tax, which 
now stands at about $120, is only 
one aspect of a crazy patchwork quilt 
of travel taxation. There is also a 20 
per cent tax on the price of the ticket 
and a 33 per cent levy on ground 
services, such as car rental and orga¬ 
nized tours purchased in Israel. 

Besides the fact that the tax sys¬ 
tem is absurd, there are way to beat 


it, and on that matter people have 
already learned every trick in the 
book. They have air rickets bought 
overseas to avoid the 20 per cent tax, 
and, with the black market dollar 
only 7 to 9 per cent higher than the 
official rate they pay for ground 
services when they get to their des¬ 
tination. Only the travel tax proper 
gets paid in mil, and both state and 
travel agents lose out as a result. 

The tax system should be simpli¬ 
fied now, before the big rush starts, 
and replaced with a lower tax that 
won’t force people to save money at 
the expense of local travel agents 
and the Treasury. The Treasury 
proposed simplifying the tax system 
last year, but the Knesset Finance 
Committee rejected the plan. A lot 
of these regulations were passed 
when the desperate state of the eco¬ 
nomy required quick - if not always 
the most well-thought-out measures. 
But now that the economy is back on 
more stable ground, it is time restore 
some sanity to the system. 



MARKET STATISTICS 


Indices: 

General Share Index 114.55 +035% 
Non-Bank Index 131.78 +036% 
Arrangement 10633 +0.40% 

Insurance 15733 - 1 . 02 % 

Commerce, Service* 14333 -0.44% 
Real Estate 161.67 +0.40% 

Industrials 123.61 +0M% 

Textiles 153.60 +039% 

Metals 11533 -0.27% 

Electronics 103.60 +0.14% 

Chemicals 125.74 +0.49% 

Industrial hnvst 112.74 +039% 
Investment Cos. 12739 +0.64% 
General Bond Index 10549 +0.07% 
Index-linked Bonds 106.12 +0.16% 
Fully-linked 108.12 +032% 

PartiBlty-linked 104.74 +0.12% 
Dollar-linked Bonds 98.62 -030% 
Short-Term 0-2 yrs 104.52 -0.09% 
Medium-term 2-5 yrs 104.74 +031% 
Long-term 5+yrs 104.43 -0.08% 


Turnovers: 

Shares-total 
Arrangement 

Non-bank 
Bonds-total 
Index-linked 
Dollar-linked 
Treasury Bills 


8.171300 

2.737300 

5.433,700 

6.620300 

4392.600 

2327.600 
9356,100 


Share Movements: 


Advances 168 

of which 5%+ 30 

“buyers only” 2 

Declines 112 

of which 5% 15 

“sellers only'' 2 

Unchanged 115 

Trading Haft 40 

Bond Market Trends: 

Index-linked 

3% fully-linked Risesto1% 


168 (182) 

30 (42) 

2 (3) 

112 (91) 

15 (17) 

2 (0) 

115 (713) 

40 (49) 


435% fully-linked 

80% linked 

90% linked 

Double-linked 

Dotlar-ftnked: 

Admon 

Rimon 

Giiboa 

For. Curr. 

denominated 

Treasury Bills 

(monthly yield) 


Rises to 1% 

Rises to 1% 

Stable 

Slight risas/falls to 2% 

Slight Falls% 

Falls to 1% 

Falls to 1% 


1.14%-1.61% 


Arrangement yields: 


SELECTED PRICE QUOTATIONS 


Price Volume K 
VOONtS change 


Trade & Services 


Commercial Banks 


(not part of "arranganMHit") 


Maritime 1 

1105 

1096 

-5.6 

General non-arr. 27500 

75 

-3£ 

First In T 

3513 

1543 

— 

F1BI 

3770 

3150 

+ia 

Commercial Banks 


[pat of **ai i ■ngemwit") 


IDBr 

81700 

553 

+1.0 

Union 0.1 

60900 

225 


Discount 

104300 

100 

. +0.1 

Mizrahi 

33^60 

795 

+0.6 

Hapoalim r 

55100 

881 

+0.7 

General A 

141500 

5 

-1.1 

Leumi 0.1 

35210 . 

1390. 

_-0J . 

Rn. Trade 

47200 

24) 

+12 

Mortgage Banks 



Leumi mort r 

4580 

298 

+4.1 

Dev.Mort. 

1130 

3379 

+4.6 

Misti (can r 

2030 

36 

-3J 

Tefahotr 

11G89 

14 

+1.7 

Meravr 

4160 

657 

+0.2 

Financial Institutions 


AgricC 

41000 

45 

- 

lnd.Dev.DD 

64063 

— 

— 

Gal Leasing ai 

8150 

83 


Insurance 




Ararat 0.1 r 

1050 . 

563 

+4.2 

Hassnehr 

491 

9302 

-02 

Phoenix 0.1 

1540 

666 

-0.6 

Hamishmer 

6610 

— 

— 

Manorahl 

7999 

10 

-2A 

Saharr 

4200 

204 

-8.7 

Zion Hold. 1 

16780 

3 

-4.6 


MelrEzra 

4060 

13 

+1.0 

Supersol 2 

4560 

251 

- 

Delekr 

5200 

1522 

— 

Ughterage 

10000 

65 

+7.0 

Cold Storage 

1733 

1539 

+5.0 

Dan Hotels 

3800 

64 

-25 

Yarden Hotel 

2950 

45 

— 

Hilonl 

13069 

24 

— 

Team 1 

1840 

592 

-0.5 

Real Estate, Building and 
Agriculture 

Azorim 

5050 

3020 

-72 


Bton 

Africa Isr. 0.1 
Dankner 
Prop. & Bldg. 
Bayside 0.1 
ILDCr 
Rasscor 
Mehadrin 
Hedarim 

Industrials 

Dubekb 
Pri-Za 1 
Sunfrost 
Elite 
Adgar 
Argamen r 
DettaGI 
Maquettel 
Eaglel 
Polgat 0.4 
Schoellerina 
Rogosin 
Urdan 0.1 r 
Is. Can Co. 1 
Zion Cables 
Pecker Steel 
El bit 3 r 


380 3500 -23 

34100 99 +13 

3880 176 -3.0 

2605 1148 +0.8 

4119 107 

46900 440 +33 

5990 495 

5800 60 

1035 4522 


3394 

2380 

7500 

14000 

765 

12700 

4520 

30070 

11100 

9370 

12900 

3101 

10950 

1042 

2079 

6760 

435000 


IDB ord. 
Union 0.1 
DiseountA 
Mizrahi r. 
Hapoalim r. 
General A 
Leumi stock 
Fin. Trade 1 


Elron 

Arit 

Clal Electronics 

Spectronixl 

TA.T.1 

Acke retain 1 

AganS 

Alliance 

Dexter 

Fertilisers 

Haifa Chem. 

Tevar 

Dead Sear 

Petrocham. 

Neca Chem. 

Frutarom 

Hadera Paper 

Central Trade 

Koorp 

Clal Inds. 


1135% 

10 . 68 % 

1734% 

11.44% 

11 . 68 % 

11.47% 

11.43% 

10.96% 


379000 

31300 

2710 

I860 

3190 

1520 

20200 

1365 

3250 

5200 

863 

53400 

14970 

485 

3600 

11899 

174900 

5930 

5200000 

1295 


Investment Companies 

IDB Dev. r 3610 1420 +13 

Ellem 2470 878 

Afik 1 no trading 

Gahelet 1275 40 +2 A 

Israel Corp-1 6045 118 -0.1 

Wolfson 1 r 37500 4.6 -3.0 

Hapoalim Inv. 4501 820 -’ 

Leumi Invest, no trading 
Discountlnvest 2178 6314 +3£ 

Mizrahi Invest 14900 95 — 

Clal 10 2270 786 

Landeco 0.1 8165 114 +5.0 

Pama 0.1 8840 100 -0.1 

Oil Exploration 

PazOil ExpJ. 12750 105 

J.O.E.L 1432 1068 +03 

Abbreviations: 

».o. se lle rs only b bearer 

b.o. beryers only r registered 



HERZUYA 


Scitex wins order 
of$4.5m from Italy 

Jerusalem Post Reporter 

Scitex, the Herzlia-based manu¬ 
facturer of computerized graphic 
systems, yesterday reported a 54.5 
million sale to an Italian publisher 
during the Drupai international 
printing show in Dusseldorf. The 

company also said it was in the midst 

of “serious negotiations” with sever¬ 
al other customers for orders totall¬ 
ing S7 million. 

The sale, to the Italian concern 
Rizzoli, is a major shot in the arm for 
Scitex which reported a large loss 
last year. Scitex has pinned its hopes 
for a turnaround on a new line of 
products released just prior to Diu- 
pa. The fair is tbe world’s largest 
•exhibition for the printing industry 
and is held every four years. 

By the time Drupa closes, some 
33 U,UUU people are expected to have 
visited. Scitex officials estimated 
yesterday that, if the first three days 
are an indication, some 40,000peo¬ 
ple will visit their booth. 

The company’s latest line of pro¬ 
ducts is so-called “office environ¬ 
ment,” providing users with all the 
power of larger systems without the 
Seed for a specially equipped corn- 
outer room. The mim-computere 
which drive the sophisticated 
graphic producers Scitex has de¬ 
veloped are housed under elegant 
I talian -designed office furniture. 


RENTAL SPACIOUS, famished vffla, Herz- 
Eya Pi mah , facing sea. 4 bedrooms. 2 bath¬ 
rooms. telephone. Tel. 03-224040, no agents. 


NAVEH-AVIVIM in Tei-Aviv 
NAVEH-AMIRIM in Herzliya 


NET ANYA 



SITUATIONS VACANT 


DOMESTIC HELP, sleep-in. References. 
Good salary. Td. 052-72270AB-463Q55. 

GOTTEX REQUIRES sakspeisons for HD- 
lon and Dizengoff boutiques. Command of 
foreign languages. TeL 03-337725. 


JERUSALEM PUBLIC institution seeks fall¬ 
time secretary. Mother tongue English, work¬ 
ing knowledge of Hebrew. Please csll Mn. 
Sbor, Tel. 02-699032. 


TOP SALARY to top English typists, short¬ 
hand, telex and word p roc es s or operants. 
rmtitf rinte cmpfoymcitc. flexible boars. TeL 
03-221214,02-231648,04-667267. 



VEHICLES 


BJK.W. MOTORCYCLE. 1977, R100S, 1000 

cc., passport-passport. TeL 053-85709, Tim. 



Main office: 53 Arlozoroff st, Tel-Aviv, Tel: 241166, 

Sun., Mon., Tue., Thur., 9 a m.'-1 p.m^ 4-6 p.m^ Wed., 9 a.m. -1 p.m. 
Sales office and model flat on site: TTrza st, Ramat-Gan., 

Tel: 03-777137/8. Sun-Thur., 11 am.; 4-6 p.m. 

Sales Office: 173 Dizengoff st, Tel-Aviv. 


Insurant* Company In Tel Avfv 

requires: 

ENGLISH SHORTHAND TYPIST 

With at least 3 years' experience 
in EngBsh correspondence, knowledge of Hebrew preferable. 

TeL 03-640888,03-640860 

Ask for Esti Levi 
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Israel Money Markets May6 f 1986 

SHEKEL INTEREST RATES 

PRIME BORROWING RATE: 1.25% per month 

Unlinked Deposit (Annual Rates) 


LEUMI 
HAPOALIM 
OISCOUNT 
MIZRAHI 
FIRST INTL 


LAST UPDATED 

5.5 

13J 

3.4 

6.4 
12 3 


TAP AS 
8-15.75% 
10 - 12 % 
7-13% 
6-13% 
6-13% 


PAKAM 7-DAY 
8-16% 
11 - 12 % 
7-13% 

6- 14% 

7- 13% 


Rates vary according to size of deposit 
(Tapas: demand deposit paying daily interest 
Pakam: fixed-term deposit available from 7 to 59 days.) 

PATAH — FOREIGN CURRENCY DEPOSIT RATES (as of May 6) 

3-MONTHS 6-MONTHS 

USD 6.250 6.250 

STG 9.500 9.000 

DMK 4.000 4000 

SFR 3.625 3.500 

YEN 3.125 3.125 

Rates vary according to size of deposit and are subject to change. 

SHEKEL FOREIGN EXCHANGE RATES 

CHEQUES AND 


PAKAM 30-DAY 
9-16% 
12-125% 
9-14% 
6-16% 
6-13% 


13-MONTHS 

6.375 

8.625 

3.875 

3375 

3125 


COUNTRY 

CURRENCY 


TRANSACTIONS 
Purchase. Safa 

BANKNOTES 
Purchase. Sale 

BANK OF ISRAEL 
Representative Rates 

U.SJL 

DOLLAR 

1 

1.4649 

1.4831 

1.44 

1.50 

1.4745 

GREAT BRITAIN 

STERLING 

1 

22413 

22691 

2.20 

2.29 

22619 

GERMANY 

MARK 

1 

0.6599 

06681 

0.65 

0.68 

0.6655 

FRANCE 

FRANC 

1 

02072 

02098 

020 

021 

02091 

HOLLAND 

GULDEN 

1 

0.5853 

0.5925 

0.58 

0.60 

0.5906 

SWITZERLAND 

FRANC 

1 

0.7918 

08017 

0.78 

081 

0.7984 

SWEDEN 

KRONA 

1 

0.2063 

02089 

020 

021 

02077 

NORWAY 

KRONE 

1 

02090 

02116 

021 

022 

02106 

DENMARK 

KRONE 

1 

0.1786 

01809 

018 

OT9 

0.1798 

FINLAND 

MARK 

1 

0.2933 

02969 

029 

020 

02950 

CANADA 

DOLLAR 

1 

1.0642 

1.0774 

1.05 

1.09 

1.0706 

AUSTRALIA 

DOLLAR 

1 

1.0789 

1.0923 

1.01 

1.11 

1.0875 

SOUTH AFRICA 

RAND 

1 

0.6995 

07082 

0.54 

059 

0.7041 

BELGIUM 

FRANC 

10 

0.3217 

02257 

032 

033 

02259 

AUSTRIA 

SCHILLING 

10 

0.9384 

02501 

092 

026 

02467 

ITALY 

LIRE 

1000 

09625 

02744 

024 

0.99 

02713 

JAPAN 

YEN 

100 

0.B735 

08844 

086 

029 

02804 

JORDAN 

DINAR 

1 

— 


4.09 

424 

4.1913 

EGYPT 

POUND 

1 

— 

— 

0.78 

023 

02176 


SUPPLIED BY BANK LEUMI 


European Financial Markets 

Precious Metals 


GOLD: 

LONDON 

A.M. FIX 

341.55 


PARIS 

NOON FIX 

340.96 

SILVER: 

LONDON 

FIX 

514.50 

PLATINUM: 

LONDON 

P.M. 

410.00 

PALLADIUM: 

LONDON 

P.M. 

108.25 


P.M. FIX 
ZURICH P.M. 


340.40 

340.85 


FOREIGN CURRENCY CROSS RATES (London 1530GMT) 

Forward Rates 

SPOT 3MTHS 

DEUTSCHE MARK 2308500 . 83^8 

POU8K> STERLING 1.5330/40 94/92 

SWISS FRANC 13450/80 85^0 

JAPANESE YHM 1664<y50 58/56 

FRBVCH FRANC 7.040<V75 90010 

ITALIAN URA 151635^5 1275^400 

DUTCH GULDEN Z4900/10 49/45 

BELGUkN FRANC 45.150/170 95/115 

DANISH KRONE 8.1850^)0 00/50 

SJVFRICAN RAND 04777/87 36/31 

EUROPEAN CURR. UNIT ,03727/32 19/15 

FINNISH MARK _ 5.0170/90. 335/375 

AUSTRALIAN'DOLLAR 0.7373/8(7 - 122/118 

NORWEGIAN KRONE 7.0225^5 — -- 2375^395 

Formula for determining forward rates: 
high/tow (eg. 220/210)—deduct from spot price, 

low/high (eg. 210/220) — add to spot price. 


New York Financial Markets 

WALL STREET Closing Prices 


SPOT 

3MTHS 

6MTHS 

12MTHS 

22085/00 

83/78 

123/118 

240/230 

1.5330/40 ' 

94/92 

132/130 

225/221 

12450/80 

85/80 

124/119 

254/244 

166^40/50 

58/56 

89/88 

183/179 

7.0400/75 

90/110 

120/140 

230/260 

151625/25 

1275/1400 

1950/2100 

3850/4050 

Z4900/10 

49/45 

77/73 

161/153 

45.150/170 

92/112 

12/15 

15/20 

8.1850/00 

00/50 

25/75 

50/150 

04777/87 

36/31 

48/43 

80/70 

,02727/32 

19/15 

25/19 

37/27 

5.0170/90 

335/375 

515/565 

1020/1120 

0.7373/8CT 

122/118 

173/168 

317/311 

- 7.0225/75 — 

- 2375/2395 

2875/2895 

4100/4140 


Dow Jones Indices 

IND 1,787.95 

TRANS 789.62 

UTILS 183.73 

STOCKS 69630 

NYSE COMP 136.77 

NASD COMP 38&28 

S-P100 INDEX 228-58 

S-PCOMPOS/TE 237J!4 

AMEX INDEX 270.72 


Statistics 

NYSE 

NASDAQ 

Comment 


VOL 121,728300 STOCKS UP 784 

VOL 99.188^00 STOCKS UP 1221 


NYSE Highest Volume 

SPERRY CP 71 y* 

AMERELEACT 25% 

BURROUGHS 6316 

ATT 25% 

IMB 154 Vk 

EXXON 59% 

NAVISTAR 10% 

SEARS ROE 44% 

PHILIPS PE 9% 

CHEVRON CO 39% 

DOWN 766 
DOWN 797 


WALL STREET STOCK RESUME DOWNTREND.-Wall Street stocks resumed the downtrend that has resulted in losses in five of 
tnepastsoc sesdons, as the flurry of optimism surrounding the Tokyo summit faded. 

The Tokyo meeting spurred talk of coordinated rate cuts, but a pending Treasury refunding underscored rate pressures. 

The Dow Jones Industrial Average toll six points to 1788, after jumping 19 points Monday. 


ISRAELI STOCKS Traded in New York: 

NYSE and ASE 





Last 

Prav. Close 

High 

Low 

voi roos) 

Alliance 



2V4 

2% 

2% 

2% 

i 


Am Isr Pap 



11% 

11% 

11% 

11% 

26 


Ampal 



2% 

2% 

2% 

2% 

13 


Elsdm 



2% 

2% 

2% 

2% 

97 


EtzLavud 



—. 

13% 

— 

— 

— 


Laser Inds 



15% 

15% 

15% 

15% 

108 


Over the counter 









last 

bid 

ask 



last 

bid 

ask 

Bank Leumi 

— 

21% 

23% 


Interpharm 

— 

5% 

5% 

Elbit 

8% 

8% 

9% 


Optrotech 

8% 

8% 

9% 

EC! TeL 

6 

5Vfe 

6 


Rada 

_ 

9% 

9% 

Elron 

7% 

7% 

7% 


Sdtax 

8 

7% 

8 

Rbronks 

12% 

12 

12% 


Taro-vit 

— 

4 

4% 

IDB Bank 

-— 

50 

54 


Tevapharm 

— 

3% 

4% 

US 

4V4 

4W 

4% 


SPI 

6% 

6% 

7 


U.S. Money Rates 

Prime 8.50%; Broker 7.75%; NY Euros 3 months 6%% to %%; Fed Funds late 6%% 

New York Foreign Exchange 


YESTERDAY'S CLOSING 

OPENING 

LATEST 


DMK 

2.1895/10 

2J235/45 

2.1985/95 


SFR 

1.8305/25 

1.8555/70 

1.8380/00 


STG 

1,5410/20 

1.5255/65 

1.5385/DO 


YEN 

16530/40 

167.60/70 

165.70/80 


CAN 

1.3743/48 

1.3775/80 

1J772/77 


Comment 

DOLLAR BARELY CHANGED IN NEW YORK.—The dollar was barely changed m thin, nervous trading after die closure of the 
Chicago Futures Market Although West Germany and Japan have clearly indicated their readiness to step in fe support the 
dollar should it emberk on another sharp decline, the U-S.'s intentions a» soli far from clear. Sterling remained on the sidelines. 


Overseas financial data - from Reuters exclusively to The Jerusalem Post 



ISRAEL 

ECONOMIC 

BUSINESS 

review 

1985 





THE ISRAEL ECONOMIC AND BUSINESS REVIEW 1985 





*s 


The brad Economic and Business Review Is the most comprehensive source 
of economic and commercial information and analysis of the 
Israeli economy avalable In EngBsh. 

Edited and published (oindy fay The Jerusalem Post and The Israel Economist, 
the book nppDes information and in-depth analysis of economic developments 
and commercial and financial trends of the year. 

Introduction by Prot Zvi Suss marc Special feature essays indude analysis of 
the mHtaiy- hid ustrfa) complex, the economy of the West Bank and Gaza and labor trends. 
Sectorial analyses cover both the industrial and seivice sectors si detai 
These are fofiowed by extensive data tables and other Informative 
appendices wfech make the Review an indtspenslble reference manual for 
both tedMckials and organizations with commercial and financial interests In IsraeL 


To: BOOKS, The Jerusalem Post 
P.O.B. 81, Jerusalem 91000 
Please send me 

THE ISRAEL ECONOMIC AND BUSINESS REVIEW 1985. 
I enclose a cheque for NIS 39.00 (incl. VAT and postage.) 

Name . 

Address ... 

City . Code . 

Tel... 
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Message from Tokyo 

IF nothing else, it was the terrorist rockets fired at - albeit 
without hitting - the Akasoka Palace in Tokyo which made 
certain that the Western summit held there would come down 
hard on terrorism before knuckling down to the job of shoring 
up the Western economy. 

But rhe rockets in fact only dramatized what had been almost 
universally acknowledged for years: that latter-day terrorism is 
a worldwide state-sponsored blight that can only be properly 
tackled by vigorous international effort. The changed nature of 
terrorism was pointed up nearly 14 years ago in the massacre 
carried out at Ben Gurion Airport by members of the Japanese 
“Red Army." It has amply been confirmed more recently in the 
spate of world-wide terrorist attacks whose origins have been 
traced back to Tripoli and Damascus. 

With their aim focused mainly, but not exclusively, on Libya 
the seven Tokyo participants readily agreed to punish 
terrorist states by pledging to refuse to sell them arms, to limit 
the size of their diplomatic and consular missions and where 
necessary close them, while denying entry to suspected terror¬ 
ists already expelled or excluded from other summit countries, 
improving extradition procedures, toughening up immigration 
and visa requirements and cementing police cooperation 
among security organizations engaged in the war on terrorism. 

The adoption of these measures indicates that the U.S. air 
strikes against Libya last month, although they won at the time 
overt support from only one Western government, the British, 
have had some effect. This was in fact shown last week already 
in the decision of the European Community's foreign ministers 
to reduce the size and restrict the movements of the staffs of 
Libyan “People’s Bureaux" in their capitals. But no West 
European government has yet committed itself to following the 
example of Britain which closed down the Libyan embassy in 
London after one of its members shot to death, from the 
embassy window, policewoman Yvonne Fletcher two years 
ago. 

Indeed, even the Tokyo summit does not commit its partici¬ 
pants to severing diplomatic ties with Libya forthwith. And the 
expulsion of Libyan students, even those among them studying 
sensitive subjects such as aeronautics, was left by the summit to 
the discretion of the participants. Again, the British example 
has not gained any following. 

More decisive measures will have to be taken by the West if 
Libya and other sponsors of terrorism are to be deterred - and if 
the U.S. is to be prevailed upon by its own allies to desist from 
further, and harsher, strikes against the vipers’ nests. 

Libya certainly does not stand alone as the sponser of 
terrorism. The recent attempted blowup of the El A1 airliner, 
and other attacks, are credited to Syrian initiative. Soviet- 
backed Syria is a harder nut to crack than Libya, but it can 
hardly be ignored in any genuine campaign to defeat terrorism. 

In the final analysis, the only way to avoid war is that which 
Franklin D. Roosevelt advised the West European democra¬ 
cies to adopt in the face of the Nazi threat back in 1938: 
“Quarantine the aggressor.” The advice fell on deaf ears, and 
isolationist America itself was not too keen to embrace it as 
national policy. Today, an international-minded U.S. is will¬ 
ing, and able, to lead the fight for world order. It deserves 
support from all free civilized nations. 

Who needs it? 

GRABBING headlines with discreet leaks or indiscreet pro¬ 
nouncements is a favourite stratagem of politicians. Newsmen 
arc the all-too-willing instruments for the ploy. For they 
persuade themselves that responsibility lies with the source and 
not with them. 

The game is played to the hilt in Israeli politics, and there is 
no guide for a perplexed citizenry - and often the players 
themselves-to distinguish between real and media events. 

But in the Jewish world, the game is not limited to Israel. It 
embraces Diaspora politicians as well, especially in the U.S. 
and especially in New York, the headquarters for most Jewish 
organizations and the seat of the American media. If the topic is 
racy enough, publicity there is available at a nod. with instant 
world exposure. 

The latest example was provided during the past weekend by 
American Jewish Committee executive MarcTannenbaum. He 
told a New York newspaper that two high church officials had 
assured him that the Vatican would “soon" recognize Israel. 

If true, the Vatican would surely not appreciate the advance 
publicity. If not true, it well might. In either case no Jewish or 
Israeli interest was served by the ostensible disclosure. But 
after the pope's visit to the Rome synagogue, the story 
promised a sure headline. 

In the patient calendar of the church, “soon” does not signify 
urgency. It may not even denote temporality. However, in the 
impatient desire for publicity by a Jewish official, it works. 

If Rome has time, so has Jerusalem. Meanwhile, relations 
between Israel and the Vatican proceed, and on many levels. 
They require no headline-toting amplifiers. 


CHERNOBYL 


(Continued from Page Onej 

The report also did not make the 
current state of the rector complete¬ 
ly clear. 

In describing the accident, it said: 
“The reactor was damaged. Part of 
the radioactivity was discharged up¬ 
wards and then a fire started inside." 

According to an English-language 
translation by the Tass news agency, 
Pravda said the fire “is extremely 
difficult to put out. as it was impossi¬ 
ble to use water or any chemicals to 
extinguish it.” 

In Stockholm, a Swedish nuclear 
expert said that the Soviet Union's 
latest account of the accident 
showed that the worst imaginable 
sequence of events took place at the 
stricken plant. 

Lars Hogberg, deputy head of 
Sweden's nuclear power inspection 
board, said that the description pro¬ 
vided by Pravda still left basic ques¬ 
tions unanswered. 

He said that the Pravda story 
indicated “the accident could hardly 
have been worse in terms of erois- 


The European Community Com¬ 
mission yesterday proposed to ban 
imports of key foodst uffs from six 
East European nations for fear they 
were contaminated followin g the 
accident. 

An EC official said the commis¬ 
sion proposed to ban imports of 
fresh fruits, vegetables, milk, meat, 
game and fish from Bulgaria. Hun¬ 
gary. Poland. Romania. Czechoslo¬ 
vakia and the Soviet Union. 

Dutch authorities confiscated 
150,000 litres of milk from farmers 
who kept cattle outside in defiance 
of a ban on open-air gracing after the 
nuclear accident. 

An Agriculture Ministry spokes¬ 
man stressed that the measure had 
not been taken because the milk’s 
radiation level had exceeded the 
level considered dangerous, but as a 
sanction for defying the grazing ban. 

Some radioedve fallout from the 
Chernobyl disaster passed over the 
U.S. and Canada on Monday and 
probably fell in rain on the Pacific 
Coast and Midwest, U.S. officials 
said. 


NISSIM 


(Continued from Page Onej 

be changed to allow the governor of 
the Bank of Israel to fire the bank 
chiefs. 

Banking sources not conected 
with the bank shares collapse have 
warned that if the directors insist on 
staying at their jobs they could cause 
great damage to the banking system. 

The system has great difficuties in 
the sphere of taxation, and a delay in 
resignations could only make mat¬ 


ters worse. 

Observers in Jerusalem have ex¬ 
pressed wonder at the willingness of 
the banks' boards to allow directors, 
to struggle to maintain their posi¬ 
tions, instead of making way for new 
directors who could work to streng¬ 
then the system and its credibility- 

Cabinet ministers said recently 
that the directors would have to 
resign, that there was no choice. It 
was only a matter of time, they said 
in the cabinet. 


THE RECENT nuclear disaster in 
the Soviet Union should not have 
come as a great surprise to anyone 
who has studied the proliferation of 
nuclear facilities. Since the early ’60s 
experts have been computing the 
probabilities of such disasters. Given 
the possibility of mechanical mal¬ 
function, the possibility of human 
error and the possibility of overt 
action in the form of military action 
or sabotage, they have all concluded 
that sooner or later there will be 
nuclear accidents and that while 
these accidents may be minimized, 
they cannot be avoided. 

And now it has happened, but 
what is the reaction of the world? 
Everyone is assuaging their fear and 
their anger by blaming the Soviet 
Uoion for not having released the 
information, which they indeed 
should have done. 

But even if we hypothesize that 
the Russians had indeed behaved 
with candour and honour, and im¬ 
mediately contacted the surrounding 
countries and told them about the 
disaster, just what would they have 
been able to do about it? 

The only thing that would be 
effective is to put the entire popula¬ 
tion of the affected areas (and no one 
really knows just how far that ex¬ 
tends) into nuclear bomb shelters. 
Of course, no single state has any¬ 
where near the facilities to do so. 
What it would have given the various 
governments time to do would have 
been to invent a few more lies and 
half truths in order to calm the 
public. 

Once the monitors discerned that 
there had been a nuclear accident in 
the area, the only thing anyone did 
to ease the public apprehension was 
hand them mega-doses of nonsense- 
a collection of advice just about as 
effective as taking an aspirin for a 
case of terminal cancer. 

First of all, they warned, don't 
drink milk. This makes sense on the 
surface since the grass the cows eat 
may be contaminated. But even 
more important it gives frightened 
parents the illusion that they are able 
to do something, anything, to pro¬ 
tect their children. No one mentions 
that if the grass is contaminated then 
the animate that eat meat have taken 
on their own load of contaminated 
grass and that every vegetable har¬ 
vested from the fields is also just as 
contaminated as is the grass. Not, of 
course to mention the water from 
lakes and streams that is diverted for 
drinking water, or the fish and other 
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water creatures that find their way to 
the table. 

The second bit of advice is to keep 
the children indoors and not let them 
run about in the open air. This 
assumes that the air outside is not the 
same air that enters the building. 
Even air conditioning does not filter 
out radioactivity unless it is a very, 
very' special and expensive filter and 
the room is otherwise totally airtight 
including spaceship-type double air 
lock entrances. Once again it gave 
the public the feeling that they were 
doing something. 

THERE’S NOTHING basically 
wrong in taking certain steps to halt 
panic and reassure people. Doctors 
and nurses sometimes assure even 
the dying patient that everything is 
just fine and there's nothing to worry 
about. 

There's at least one element in 
common between the two situations: 
if it has already happened there's 
nothing you can do about it so it's 
better not to worry. 

The thing that does become a 
problem is that too often the same 
people who set out to placate and 
reassure the frightened public 
actually begin to believe their own 
falsehoods and therefore fail to learn 
anything from the incident. Instead 
of asking just how one can be sure it 
doesn't happen again they begin to 
tell themselves that after all, it hap¬ 
pened and it wasn’t so bad. 

In Israel, we were treated to ex¬ 
planations by a number of experts 
who assured us that in reality no¬ 
thing much happened, that maybe a 
few hundred or even a few thousand 


more people will die of cancer in the 
next decade or so. but not to worry. 
If our own monitors picked up a rise 
in the contamination level, well that 
just means we have very sensitive 
monitors, that's all. 

And in the meantime we in Israel 
are going ahead with our plans to 
aquiie at almost any cost a few 
reactors of our own to generate 
electricity. This despite the fact that 
1 we are on the Syro-African rift and 
therefore more earthquake prone 
than many other countries, that we 
are a constant target for hostile ac¬ 
tions both terrorist and military, and 
that more than all that, we are a very 
small country with no friendly neigh¬ 
bours. 

If Israel had an accident at one of 
the proposed nuclear power sta¬ 
tions. just where could we evacuate 
the people? And just how many 
would need to be evacuated? And 
over what sized area? In the U.S. 
where there was a much smaller 
accident than the present Soviet 
event. they evacuated over SO square 
kilometres. No one knows how 
much area they evacuated in the 
Soviet Union and no one knows if it 
was enough. 

ACCORDING to a number of sur¬ 
veys. there is no country in the world 
with the facilities to protect its 
population in case of a serious nuc¬ 
lear disaster and no health service in 
the world geared to take proper care 
of the number of possible casualties, 
both immediate and delayed, nor is 
there an army in the world equipped 
to effectively handle the necessary 
decontamination of a large area. 

As long as these facilities are in 
operation, there are going to be 
disasters. We cannot prevent them. 
There is, however, one thing we can 
do and that is to deride whether it is 
ever going to have a chance of hap¬ 
pening here. 

This not a matter for decision by 
the government alone nor is it some¬ 
thing to be taken on the advice of the 
experts, most of whom have a vested 
interest in the advance of nuclear 
technology in Israel. It means more 
jobs in their professions and more 
grants for nuclear research. 

This a matter that the public has a 
right to decide because in the end it is 
a matter affecting the future of every 
man. woman and child in the coun¬ 
try. 

The writer is a Jerusalem Post reporter. 


A STUBBORN Israeli diplomat 
whose third child, bom abroad, was 
treated this year as suspect by the 
Shas-controlled Interior Ministry for 
purposes of registration as Jewish, 
has compelled the ministry to cave 
in. 

Stung by the ministry's mindless 
and inquisitorial attitude, the return¬ 
ing diplomat showed that the way to 
call the bureaucrats' bluff was to 
attack head-on. 

This was after he found that babes 
in arms are not immune to the ultra- 
Orthodox hunt to track down 
halachic gentiles hiding among new 
arrivals in Israel. 

The draconic dragnet was taken to 
offensive absurdity, in the case of an 
infant bom abroad to Israeli parents 
whose recorded Jewish status had 
never been queried, with two older 
children whose Jewishness had not 
been questioned either. 

Although the Interior Ministry at 
first stated that “certain details” 
were missing from the diplomat's 
son’s registration form, these details 
were no longer missing a month 
later. Aharon Levi, deputy head of 
the Jerusalem District population 
registry, conceded in a total about- 
face that the infant's religion and 
nationality were in fact recorded as 
Jewish on the form. When he saw 
that the parents refused to suppli¬ 
cate, he hurriedly had the missing 
details inserted, the ministry 
assumed. 

But if the ministry gets its way, 
tens of thousands of children bom 
abroad to diplomats, emissaries, 
academics or yordim will have their 
Jewish status queried on returning 
here. 

WHEN THE veteran diplomat got 
back borne last summer with his 
family, he showed airport border 
control the diplomatic passport with 
the 16-month-old baby registered as 
the son of an embassy staffer, ex¬ 
plaining that this was the infant's 
first entry to Israel. He was given the 
appropriate form and told to report 
to the district population registry of 
the Interior Minikry. 

He duly presented himself there 
with the form, the identity cards and 
passports of hims elf and his wife. 
The Infant’s name was entered on 
the mother’s identity card, but he 
was given his own identity number. 
This was in October 1985. 

Then, out of the blue, the diplo¬ 
mat got a letter from Levi dated 
February 28.1986, saying that “cer¬ 
tain d etails were omitted in the reg¬ 
istration of your child. In order to 
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complete these details, please come 
to the district office, bringing the 
documents with which you entered 
Israel.” 

Puzzled as to what details could 
possibly be missing, and why a 
second visit could be required, the 
diplomat phoned the population reg¬ 
istry, on March 12 and was told: 
“The instructions of my superior. 
Levi, are to have the parents come in 
personally. The mother must show 
documentation proving she is Jew¬ 
ish.” The speaker added, “I often 
have to pull Levi's chestnuts out of 
the fire because of his instructions.” 

The diplomat wrote a firm letter to 
Levi the following day. recounting 
the stages in the affair, and stressing 
that be bad shown all the documents 
and aswered all the questions on his 
first visit to the population registry, 
and was not told of any query or 
missing information. He ended with 
the request: "Please certify in writ¬ 
ing that the child is Jewish.” 

A WHOLE month passed before 
Levi replied, covering himself with 
careful ambiguity. 

He said he bad received “the ques¬ 
tionnaire of the population registry 
as filled out for your son,” but did 
not say when he got it, when it was 
filled out, or by whom. 

"I take note that the religion and 
nationality are recorded as Jewish,” 
he continued, but did not say who so 
recorded them and when. Nor did he 
make any reference to the veracity of 
the registration, thus evading the 
request to testify in writing that the 
infant was Jewish. 

Levi wrote irrelevantly that the 
Interior Ministry had instructed the 
border control not to record details 
concerning Jewish status, but said 
nothing about the diplomat's 
appearance at the ministry with all 
the papers. “Such details, be wrote, 
"are registered only when the indi¬ 
vidual first gets his identification.” 

This left it unclear whether he was 
referring to the issue of an identity 
number in the mother's identity 
card, or to the issue of the separate 
identity card at age 16. If the former, 
he was contradicting himself: if the 
latter, he was deliberately leaving 
the question open. 

IN THE Foreign Ministry, one au¬ 
thoritative inference is that the chil-. 
dren of other returning diplomats 


could well be in trouble. Another 
authoritative inference is that a red 
light flashes in the Interior Ministry 
whenever an individual, however 
young, enters the country for the 
first time, no matter who are the 
relatives, including the biological pa¬ 
rents. accompanying that individual, 
and no matter what are the reg¬ 
istered particulars of those relatives. 

Interior Minister Yitzhak PeTetz 
told The Post recently that his offi¬ 
cials were quite right, before reg¬ 
istering what he called “suspect” 
cases as Jews in the population reg¬ 
istry. to refer them to the rabbinical 
courts for vetting. 

While this was not done in the case 
of the diplomat's infant son. since 
the mother refused to come to the 
registry, Shas’s suspicion of surrepti¬ 
tious contamination by gentiles 
clearly dominates the Interior Minis¬ 
try's senior officials. 

Hence Peretz’s inquisitorial atti¬ 
tude, towards all newcomers to this 
country, postulating that they are 
gentiles unless they come forward to 
be judged, and prove otherwise. 
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(Coqtfnned from Page (tee) 
laration,” the group agreed to try to 
quell turbulence in monetary mar¬ 
kets, attacked protectionism, and 
recognized the need to readjust farm 
subsidies. But they did not spell oat 
an action prog ramm e. 

After issuing their communique, 
summit leaders and their spouses 
changed to tuxedoes and glittering 
evening gowns for the gala banquet 
at the Imperial Palace, set amid a 
vast, moat-surrounded park in the 
centre of Tokyo. 

Politics eclipsed economics the 
first two days of the summit with 
Thatcher and Reagan winning 
approval for the anti-terrorism state¬ 
ment, which promised measures to 


keep terrorists at bay, including di¬ 
plomatic and visa restrictions and 
improved extradition procedures. 

“I think it’s wonderful...it’s terri¬ 
fic,” said an elated U.S. Secretary of 
State George Shultz, whose nation 
led the campaign to isolate Libya. 

Libya yesterday blamed divisions 
in the Arab world for what it said 
were the “terrorist measures” de¬ 
cided at the Tokyo summit, and 
praised efforts by Japanese extrem¬ 
ists to disrupt the gathering. 

“The terrorist child-murderer 
Reagan would never have managed 
to boycott Libya if the Arab oil 
producers were more aware of their 
oil's strategic importance -Libyan 
news agency Jana said. (AP. AFP) 
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CALL TO MODERN ORTHODOXY 


Attacking bureaucracy 


To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 

Sir, - To a certain extent, David 
Krivine's article, “Widening rift” 
(April 23) may be seen as a counter 
to Ya'acov Vainstein's disingenuous 
claim, on the same page, that "re¬ 
cent manifestations of animosity to¬ 
wards religious Jews” are due to the 
decline in the secularists’ Jewish and 
Zionist identity and values. But Kri- 
vine writes (so far as I'm aware) as a 
non-observant Jew. so there may be 
room for a response by someone 
who, like Vainstein, sees herself as 
observant. 

It is always easier to blame one's 
opponents, rather than scrutinize 
one's own values and practices and 
this is what Rabbi Vainstein un¬ 
doubtedly does. More in sorrow 
than in anger, he points to increasing 
alienation from religious Judaism, 
calling upon all and sundry to ac¬ 
quaint themselves with religious life 
and practice. 

Has he ever paused to examine the 
actions of those ultra-Orthodox Jews 
whose lack of tolerance and insist¬ 
ence on imposing their particular 
views on others have undoubtedly 
contributed to secular antagonism? 
Has he paused to ask himself how 
□on-observant Jews, who serve in 
the armed forces and are prepared to 
die for their country, regard those 
who evade service by studying in 
yeshivot? Their number, according 
to a recent Knesset statement, is now 
equivalent to a whole IDF division. 
Furthermore, there are reports that 
even the Zionist Bnei Akiva yeshi¬ 
vot increasingly urge pupils to con¬ 
tinue yeshiva study, rather than join 
the hesder army-plus-study units. 

Does Dr. Vainstein know how 
Haiacha is distorted in many of the 
country's rabbinical courts? How ' 
many women whose husbands refuse 
to divorce them have not benefited 
from any solution comparable to 
that so amazingly discovered for hus¬ 
bands in a similar position, namely 
permission to take a second wife 


without divorcing the first? 

How does Rabbi Vainstein relate 
to the Minister of Interior's refusal 
to introduce summer time, a mea¬ 
sure calculated to benefit foe entire 
nation during the long, hot summer 
months - a refusal based on the 
alleged convenience of a small 
minority and running directly coun¬ 
ter to judicial recommendations? 

How did the writer react when an 
ultra-Orthodox MK ascribed 
deaths in Lebanon to die moral 
laxity of women soldiers? Or when 
another MK of the same party 
blamed the tragic death of innocent 
school children on Sabbath desecra¬ 
tion in their home town? Or when 
ultra-Orthodox “ter rori sts” burned 
bus stations? 

In urging meetings between secu¬ 
lar and religious youngsters, is Rabbi 
Vainstein aware of the opposition to 
such meetings expressed by those in 
charge at the Religious Education 
Division of the Ministry of Educa¬ 
tion? 

Isn’t it rather naive to suggest that 
the secularists are breaking agree¬ 
ments when the religious parties ■ 
continually reapply their energies to 
urging passage of the divisive “Who 
is a Jew” legislation? 

Instead of joining forces with the 
extremists, Rabbi Vainstein should 
join forces with middle-of-the-road 
modern Orthodoxy, with those 
fighting a lone battle against extrem¬ 
ism on both sides. Rabbi G amK al 
said: “Excellent is study of the Law 
together with wordly occupation- 
...But all study of the Law without 
labour comes to naught at the 
last...” "Tom im Dench Eretz ” is as 
valid an ideal in modem Israel as in 
the times of our Sages or in the 
Germany of Samson Raphael 
Hirsch. It behoves those of us who 
wish to live by this ideal to speak out 
loud and clear, without fear of repri¬ 
mand or opprobrium from either die 
right or the left. 

Jerusalem. ALICE SFLAUV1 
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